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Beville

EAGENCY

Sonning Common’s longest serving Estate Agency

Beville Estate Agency was established in 2002, and serves South Oxfordshire and North Berkshire.

With excellent Google reviews and combined experience of over 65 years, Richard, Marcus, Karen
& Arthur offer a personalised selling and letting service and would be delighted to talk to you
about any requirements you may have.

If you are thinking of moving, call us for a free, no obligation, valuation

on 0118 924 25 26 or e-mail info@beville.co.uk

Celebrating our most successful year in 2024, we currently have 70% of
the market share for Sales Agreed so far in 2025

Kennylands Road Kennylands Road
“Great team that helped us move
to the area and our dream home”

“The best estate agent in the
area. There is genuine honesty
and integrity to Richard, his
team within this family run
business. Hardworking with great
communication from start to finish
Highly recommend. 7

“We recently sold through Beville’s
and they were great from start to
finish. The team are all extremely
knowledgeable about the local area
and market. Their communication
was honest, transparent and yet
friendly throughout. Richard,
Marcus and Karen were excellent
at driving our sale forward.”

Shiplake Bottom

“Thank you for everything you’ve
done to make the process as
smooth and swift as you have.”

» Sales & Lettings

* Free Residential Valuations
 Probate Valuations

» Relocation company sales
 Land & Planning advice

* New homes

« EPC’S

Brinds Close

“The whole team were so
professional, helpful and nothing
was too much trouble. They are
a truly local estate agency with

local knowledge.”

Chestnut Gardens

“Well done on getting this over

the line. Your commitment and

helpfulness in this transaction is
well appreciated.”

28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxon, RG4 9SU

0118924 25 26 www.b

eville.co.uk
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Peppard Road

“Thank you for all your support
with this process and your care and

Chalkhouse Green Road

“From our initial meeting through
to completion we found dealing
with all the Bevilles team a real

pleasure.They have fantastic
local knowledge & really help you
navigate through the challenges of
selling your home.We would have
no problem in highly recommending
their services.”

info@pbeville.co.uk
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Sunshine every day for several weeks has set the scene for this issue of the magazine,
which is full of good news and events ready for the continuing good weather. We are
delighted to hear that Emma Bliss has been appointed Headteacher of MECE as she has
considerable experience of the school and also the academy and its ways of working.
We wish her all the best and are confident that the continuity she will provide will

be beneficial.

The magazine reflects all that is good about what is available for residents of the village,
events for all ages and groups. We welcome the appointment of the new Parish Clerk, who
together with Sara and Jess will ensure that a number of projects will come to fruition.

However, the enormous worry is that the swimming pool needs renovation and the
campaign to raise some of the money is supported by this magazine. We need us all to
give as generously as possible? | am sure many of you will have fond memories of when
your children learned to swim. It is a resource for future generations that we cannot allow
to be lost.

Lots to do but with your support it will happen. ®
Diana and Christine

SoCo Spring Clean 2025

Emma Lawrence has led the SoCo Spring Clean for 7 years. It

was another very successful day. If you did not see the photos,
they are still on the magazine website and accessible via the QR
code. Her work is much appreciated by the village, and she is now
looking forward to the next one, 1 March 2026. If you could help,
please contact her to start the preparations soon. It is not a massive
commitment, and any help would be good and much appreciated.
Please contact Emma via editor.sonningcommonmagazine@gmail.com

MEET THE EDITORIAL TEAM

s
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- MECE

Focussing on hard work and opportunities

The Spring term affords students the chance
toreflect on their start to the school year,
set goals for the remainder of the academic
year and take advantage of opportunities
availahle to them across the extra-curricular
programme.

Students at Maiden Erlegh Chiltern
Edge certainly did this with gusto! Years
9 & 11 have been considering their
current strengths and onward steps
with Y9 engaging in activities around
choosing KS4 options and Year 11
finalising applications for Post-16 study
or employment and preparation for
upcoming GCSEs. In the same vein we
hosted Year 5 students from Sonning
Common Primary School to a “High
School Experience Day” to give them

a taster of what “big school” is like.
Whilst students in Years 7-10 have
been taking advantage of clubs and
trips on offer including crochet, archery,
history & geography, film and public
speaking. The Easter holidays saw
over 60 students and 6 staff involved

in trips to Italy (skiing) and Iceland
(Geography). The Skiiers were part of

a larger group of 200 students and

25 staff drawn from the 3 Secondary
Schools within Maiden Erlegh Trust
which was a fabulous opportunity to

MAIDEN ERLEGH

not only develop their skiing but to
make new friends too.

We were also delighted to receive
information on our upcoming Year 7
cohort and welcomed families to site
in April for an informal event where
they could meet current staff, parents
and students as well as a first chance
to meet peers from across 12 different
feeder schools. We wish all of Year 6
the best of luck in their SATs and look
forward to the formal Induction events
later in the Summer term.

Finally, we kicked off the Summer Term
by opening our doors to the community
at our Spring Clean Up event. The 40+
volunteers litter-picked, gardened,
painted and washed windows for

an afternoon interlaced with tea and
cake! The results were plain to see and
reflected a superb team effort! ®

EMMABLISS,
Headteacher

SGPS

Space tolearn, grow and

beinspired

Having introduced you to some of my
colleagues last month, this time | would
like to focus on some of the facilities
and equipment we have on offer at
Sonning Common. We are very lucky.

Although of course we are constantly
looking to improve and upgrade, for
our core academic activities we are
generally really well equipped, and
our experienced staff make the very
best use of what we have.

For our youngest children, we have a
vibrant garden and outdoor learning
area, with a host of interesting
activities helping them into a school
life of classroom routines and
expectations through play, learning
and socialising.

Our school hall can (just about) fit

360 children and is used

for daily assemblies, school
lunches, and is also great for
school plays, musical events
and displays, with a modern
portable sound system and
stage lighting.

All our classrooms have
up-to-date interactive
whiteboards and a range of
other technology. We have
a fully equipped computer
suite and a huge variety of
equipment (robots, mobile
laptop trolleys, iPads, sound
recording equipment) that
children can use to enhance
their learning.

A lot of our learning takes place
outside. Our motto is ‘Space to
learn, grow and be inspired’, and
we are very lucky to be able to live
up to this every day. The school
field can easily accommodate two
hundred or so eager children in a
range of PE lessons, and our results
in Oxfordshire competitions reflect
productive use of these spaces. We
also have a well-used all-weather
area for football, netball, basketball
and tennis.

Recent years (and a great deal of PTA
effort) have added the ‘canopy’. We
still don't know what to call it! This
offers a covered space for a range
of activities; PE, school lunches,
after-school club and other sports
clubs. In addition, it has become the
go-to facility for staging our school
performances and the carol concert.
Seeing it lit up on a chilly December
night, with three hundred people

singing their hearts out, is a very
special annual moment.

The school field extends down into
Dobinson’s Paddock and is another
crucial sports and exercise facility. It
leads to our two unique forest camp
areas which see near-constant use
from a daily procession of excited
youngsters clad in all-weather
waterproofs and wellies.

Water? That brings me to the
swimming pool. We reckon that
around 2,700 of our own children,
and many more from the village and
the wider community, have learned to
swim in our pool. | say ‘ours’ because
although it is a community facility,

it receives no external funding. We
must make it pay day-to-day, and
repairs and renovations are up to us.

You will see on page6 of this issue,
some more details of the pool and
the initiatives we are undertaking to
keep it viable. We need your help. It
has long been an aim of our school
for no child to leave us without being
able to swim. Obviously, the pool

is central to that, and we usually
succeed. ltis a unique facility for a
primary school, and in addition to
everything else | have outlined here,
| am determined to keep it open so
that a whole new generation of our
children can benefit.

Thank you as usual for anything you
can do to support us. e

RACHEL SALMONS
Headteacher
Sonning Gomon Primary School
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KEEP ON SWIMMING

SAVEYOUR POOL CAMPAIGN

| expect a lot of readers will emember
anxiously taking your newborns to their first
swimming lessonin the village pool, or that
desperate moment at 8.30am when your
primary age child shouts ‘swimming today!

Remember the scene..? Rummaging
around for the swimming kit, buried deep
in a bag somewhere? Did we wash it last
time? Oh, where is it? Where are the
goggles and swimming hat?

Sonning Common Swimming Pool - the
place where your child learned to swim.
The place where over 5,000 children took
their first watery steps, and many others
learned basic life-saving and other skills.

A place where more than forty local people
have benefitted from volunteering, work
experience, training and jobs for over the
last 5 years alone.

This community facility has been a vital
local resource for nearly fifty years. It was

fundraised locally back then and is one
of only a very few trainer pools in South
Oxfordshire. Not only children from
Sonning Common, but many others from
the surrounding schools, villages and
communities have made the pool part of
their growing up. More than that though,
sports clubs, adult groups, children with
additional needs and senior citizens have
used and loved the pool over the years.

And we now have a problem and need
your help.

This vital community facility has had no
major refurbishment for 20 years and the
fixtures, tiles, and flooring are deteriorating
and becoming unfit for purpose. This
requires a big investment in modern
surfaces, some of which we hope will
come from the school' s vibrant PTA and
grants from sporting bodies, but it will
cost more than £65,000. As it receives

no external funding and relies on income
from swimming lessons and community
bookings, we need to raise more than half
of this before the summer holidays so that
we can secure the work from the very best
contractor, and get the most important
works (relining and reflooring the pool)
under way. This will allow us to safely
maintain and extend access for vulnerable
groups within the community.

We hope that many of you will have good

memories of your children learning to swim
here, and we can assure you that every
penny raised will contribute to us continuing
to offer this vital community resource, many
years into the future.

If you have happy memories of your time
supporting your children’s swimming
(and even if it was a strugglel), please do
consider a donation to help keep the pool
open. We have set
up a Crowdfunder
site for this —www.
crowdfunder.co.uk/p/
save-your-pool and
here is a QR code to
easily access it with
your phone camera.

Even the smallest donation will be well
used in the renovations and every pledge
will help people in our community keep on
swimming. ®

Thank you.

CATE AND CHRISTINE

The original fund raising which was a
mile of pennies

With Summer termiin full swing at Kidmore
End CE Primary School, | thought it would
be a great opportunity for me to properly
introduce myself to the local community of
Sonning Common.

My name is Claire Spankie, and | have been
the headteacher at Kidmore End since

June 2024. My teaching and leadership
experiences before now have been at St
Luke’s Primary School in Maidenhead,
where | worked for 17 years. | was Deputy
Head at St Luke’s for 10 years, during which
period Ofsted graded us Outstanding over
two separate inspections (2017 and 2023).

My passion and drive for teaching stems
from a desire for all children to achieve
their full potential, to develop a love of
learning and they acquire the skills needed
to be successful at secondary school and
into adulthood. Learning should be fun,
engaging and a representation of real life.
| firmly believe that learning, progress and
achievement for every child looks different
and it is our job as teachers to ensure that
every child believes in themselves and
they are able develop the confidence and
resilience to face life’'s challenges.

A nurturing environment, skilled teaching,
inspiring curriculum, and enthusiasm for
every child to be successful is what children
should expect from attending Kidmore End
CE Primary. We had a SIAMs inspection in

December 2024 where the inspector noted
that “The vision and culture of the school
allows pupils to think of others and serve
those within their community and beyond”,
and that “pupils develop high levels of
confidence and perseverance through the
school’s nurturing yet challenging culture,
consequently, pupils experience life in all its
fullness.”

Our schools vision and values govern every
decision we make in our school, and we
believe that through building resilience,
independence and kindness we will work,
learn and grow together as a tight knit
community.

It has been a wonderful start to 2025 at
school, with the children taking partin a
wide range of enrichment activities and
exciting learning opportunities. January saw
the launch of outdoor learning at Kidmore
End; this is held on school grounds every
week, with the children experiencing a
range of outdoor skills and life experiences.

Music and sport have featured highly

over the past few months, with the
children taking part in a range of events
and competitions. Our amazing school
choir were finalists in the Bucks and

Oxon Primary School Choir of the Year
competition and many of our pupils have
achieved success in the local cross country
competitions, not in the least because of the
dedication of the parent team who run our
Friday running club at school.

To find out more about our wonderful
school, please do follow us on Facebook, X,
Linked In or Instagram for regular updates,
or contact our school office for more
information. ®




AND REWILDING...

Have you noticed all the beautiful new
trees around the village? Aren't they
great?! So many wonderful varieties to
bring smiles to our faces and to
support our local wildlife. A massive
thank you to Oxfordshire County
Council and Eco SoCo volunteers for
making this happen for our village.

If you're lucky enough to live near one,
please take a moment to give the trees
some water this summer. All new trees
need our help to thrive!

In other news, we have not one but
three special events in June and you're
warmly invited to them alll Read on to
find out more...

A Special Screening Of Wilding(PG),
the acclaimed film about the Knepp
Estate’s pioneering rewilding project
in West Sussex. Kindly sponsored by
Beville Estate Agents.

Thursday June 5th, 2025, at Peppard
War Memorial Hall (RG9 5JA). Doors
open at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm start.
Tickets are £5 in advance, with
refreshments available. To reserve a
spot, email: ecosocofilm@gmail.com

All proceeds support our local
environmental initiatives in and around
Sonning Common. We hope to see you
there!

Get Wise About Wildlife: An Evening
for Owl Conservation celebrating Great
Big Green Week and supported by
Community Action Groups Oxfordshire,
EcoSoCo is delighted to invite you

to meet some feathered friends and
explore the important work being

done to protect these remarkable birds
through habitat restoration, citizen
science, surveying, and education — and
how Sonning Common can play a role in
these efforts.

Thursday June 12th at 7pm, at Sonning
Common Village Hall. Admission is
FREE, but space is limited, so please
register in advance by emailing
janehoughton912@gmail.com

We look forward to welcoming you to an
inspiring and informative evening!

Free Bug Hotel and Bird Box Building
@ Village Day 22nd June We're

excited to be part of this year’s Sonning
Common Village Day with a fun and
interactive Eco SoCo stall! Join us for free
bird box and bug hotel building — a great
hands-on activity for all ages. This year
our wildlife box kits have been made
and donated by the brilliant volunteers
at The Men’s Shed,Peppard. Plus, back
by popular demand, our Eco SoCo
Tombola will be packed with fantastic
prizes.

If your green fingers are tingling, why
not check out the Eco SoCo FREE seed
library at Sonning Common library or
get in touch with Alyson Barnes to
join in with activities at our wonderful

co SoCo

community vegetable garden? To
find out more contact Alyson at
ecosocoveggarden@gmail.com

Discovered your garden tools are

past their best? Has Spring cleaning
unearthed broken household items?
Bring your broken items—small
electrics, bikes, textiles, clocks, clothes,
jewellery and toys—and our skilled
volunteers will do their best to fix them.
While you wait, enjoy tea, coffee, and
homemade cakes at the Revive Café.
The repairs are free, but donations

are welcome to support Eco SoCo’s
environmental projects. We look forward
to seeing you!

Join us for Eco SoCo’s Repair Café
every First Saturday of the month, from
10am-12:30pm at Springwater Church,
Peppard.

Want to learn more about our exciting
community projects? Sign up to receive
our fun monthly newsletter. Please
email Alyson at ecosocoveggarden@
gmail.com to receive your copy.

‘Look deep into nature, and then you will
understand everything better.” Albert
Einstein

Thanks for reading and | look forward
to meeting you at one of our summer
events. ®

JULIE SHORTER

OO

Known as Chiltern Edge Horticultural
Society, (which s our original name
from when we used to meet in the
school hall) we are more commonly
referred to as CEHS.

This is your nearest local group that
meets in most months, at Peppard War
Memorial Hall in Gallowstree Road, its’
home, so not so far from SC residents
and a lovely warm hall to welcome you.

We cover all things “gardening” from
talks on flowers, fruit and vegetables, to
trees, peat free, no dig gardening (yes,
itis possible) to demonstrations on,

for instance, pruning and propagation.
We have knowledgeable speakers visit
us on the second Tuesday evening of
most months at 7 pm to have time for
tea/coffee and a chat, for a 7.30 start.
Everyone is welcome, no matter where
you live and what interests you have.
We have over 100 members already
but there’s always room for more, not
everyone comes to every meeting.

With membership of just £10 a year, it's
a bargain even if you only come a few
times. Membership gives you access

to book (at present) two coach-based

trips in the year. This time we are going
to Gardener’s World Live at the NEC in
Birmingham and our all -time favourite,
the RHS in Wisley.

You will have heard about our two
shows each year, but have you visited?
A chance to see competitive entries in
all manner of categories from seasonal
flowers, photography, baking and crafts.
A packed show in March or April and
September, we welcome nonmembers
free. Our next one is 6 September 2025
in Sonning Common Village hall and is
open from 2 till 4, with refreshments, a
plant stall and raffle available so bring
your cash. We will also hold a Spring
one on 28 March 2026.

Look out for our posters at meetings,
usually on bright yellow paper! Our
website is cehs.co.uk and we are on
Facebook, search for Chiltern Edge
Horticultural Society.

Non-members are welcome to try us

at any meeting, paying £5, but why

not join for £10 and get all the other
advantages? We have a monthly
newsletter, usually emailed but can be
hand delivered on request, plus trips and
visits locally when we car share. In the
winter we often have Zoomed meetings
to save you turning out and afternoon
meetings too. Our website is cehs.co.uk

where you can find useful information
and updates

Possibly best of all is our Annual
meeting in December, where we hear
the committee reports and then have
a member social and a grand raffle,
where we are blessed with donations.
Donations from local shops and
businesses and our own members are
always gratefully received.

See you there? ®

PENNY NOBLE
VVice chair
CEHS
07867888875

Upcoming meetings include

13 June Gardeners World Live coach

Afternoon talk on growing
peat free
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WASPS & ALL INSECTS
RATS, MICE, MOLES & SQUIRRELS
PROMPT SERVICE

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446 377816
(01491) 833282  info@pestwizards.co.uk

S ] HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner
Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866
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BUILDING SUPPLIES Competitive Trade Pricing

Specialist Insulation Stockists
Bricks/Blocks/Aggregates
Driveway Shingle
Landscaping Products
Paving Display
Trade Shop
Plenty of Parking
Web Offers!

Call 01189722028 / SatNav RG4 8XA
Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com

Paul’s Painting and Decorating.
Plastering. Carpentry.
Property and Garden Maintenance.

07583 623040 or 0118 9473735

Friendly,Local, 30+ Years Experience ,Free Quotes

XS ;
.//‘\.\ o Loft Conversions

Extensions
| ) A | Newbuilds
T RANNG ——  Refurbishments

sconsTRUCTION  Residential & Commercial

gpctraining.co.uk | 07957702253 | Info@gpctraining.co.uk

DSSINATOR®

ING SYSIEMS

Moss Remova &Ro
Roof Malntenance 8 :
Render & B ork Cleanlng
“Patio & Dr|v |leanln
Installation of Blrd rotec%1

Fitting of Chimney'Cowls -'-Fq'r'

r quallty assured friendly service
|nfo messinator.co.uk - 01865 362797

Would you like an honest, reliable and AFFORDABLE
police checked cleaner to care for your home?

“Hi, I'm Dayna; I'll help you
reclaim your time
by providing a trusted,

’

reliable domestic cleaner.’

v~ All cleaners are vetted in their own home
v~ You’ll have the same cleaner each time
v~ The clean is insured for £2m

v Typically £20 per hour

e Call TODAY: 0118 430 1430

TIME FOR ‘1()[

DM EsTih CLE ANt

email: caversham@uk.timeforyou.cleaning

www.timeforyou.cleaning

. Leadfng with c:ar_;
delivering with purpose,
opportunities for all!

|LJ

{H}Lan{hLHpﬁ. at Manor Farm

025 Cel&b
g Open every weekday a—t[h

gamto 4 pm g 57

Come and buy local grown salads, vegetables,
soft fruits, p{m. Melcourt's peat-free products:

soil improver, multipurpose and tub & basket
mediums, endorsed by Alan Titchmarch.

CANINE CAPERS # SUNDAY 6TH JULY
Greenshoots’ annual charity dog show
CAVERSHAM COURT GAPDENS AT | PM
1t's fun - all dogs welcome! EW@

Refreshments and homemade ca_kﬁ_frﬂm I'i‘- 3
TheTeaK'osL[qmmhg}uri. ' Ol=2..

o140 628 933
lmeans. Orgau ;‘L
Jacel 1 'tu.'Tl'\I'Itlﬂt'\le
Manor Farm Rotherfield F’q:tﬂrd RGg 5LA
The Ways & Means Tm it Charily: 25507

Comprehensive eye
cxaminations

Full contact lens service
Free specs for children

Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for feiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

wanw . robinjames.co.uk

4 Church S, Caversham, Reading (opposite Wailtrose)

Mike Dockree Window Doctor
Misty & damaged glass units, Cat flaps,
Hinges, Handles & Locks

Checekatrade.com
madwindows62@gmail.com
Phone 07785928190 for free quotation

Property Maintenance

Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, Woodwork
Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, Kitchens, Bathrooms

All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work
Property Management and Lettings
Please call Roger on 07752759908

wood lane dentistry

Vikram Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEd MSc

Jessica Lee BDS MFDS RCS DipDSed —
Claudia Wellman BDS MFDS RCSEngsMS¢c MRD
James Mead BSc BDS

Vinesh Rajaram BDS DipRestDent

Zak Lee-Green BDS

Your local family friendly practice
Routine general dentistry
Affordable dental plans with Denplan
Children seen on the NHS

Tooth whitening

Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Invisible braces

Sedation for nervous patients
Free parking

Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available

Happy Healthy
Smiles...

G_ Denplan

Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading
Berkshire RG4 9S] Telephone 0118 9722626
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

tp@ ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONSULTANCY
DES

|G + COST [:IHS[ILT*HI:'I' PERMISSIONS + TENDER/CONTRACTOR SELECTION

P EXTENDING?
T y REFURBISHING?
ronsso, PLANNING A NEW BUILD?

E-mail: enguices@ipodesgno.uk  Web: waw podesigncouk Tel: 07747 561463

KILLPEST

Pest Control Services
Need to deal with a pest problem?
Covering Sonning Common, Peppard
and surrounding areas
Wasps, Rats, Mice, Fleas, Ants, Squirrels
Fully insured 30+ Years Experience
Local Family Business
07748 060499 ¢ 07391 995010
01189478149

info@Kkillpest.com ® www.killpest.com 1
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Whatever you want

to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house
building work, paperwork overload or just
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible
service at Shiplake.

With competitive rates, secure

storage all on one level and
hassle free 24/7 access,

contact us now! 1T
o i e“ﬁ-

& “o
P %
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BARN
STORE

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189 404163

www.barn-store.co.uk

Only 10 minutes
drive from
Sonning Common
in Shiplake

BONNER LOCKSMITHS
INSURANCE APPROVED

DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (gs3s21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS = BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

ALL AREAS COVERED Fj‘ CALL OUT SERVICE
i FULL MEMBER

OF BRITISH
LOCKSMITH

01491 680216

I :’ . ! I

CRESTWELL HOUSE BRIy

Beech Lane, RGE 0PX o Woodcote Nr. Reading
ProrrieToR: 5. .J. BONNER

T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING
Established 2006

«Installation - Maintenance »Service  Repair
Wmhﬂaﬂnﬂ’ system upgrade &
_ adaptations, power flush,

Hot water ﬂﬂﬂlﬁf &
lﬂﬁmﬂngwm‘k undertaken.
Bath/Shower rooms, waté? softeners-salt supplied.

« No call out charge »Pree estimates « Pully insured
Email:t.c.fplumbheatiwgmail.com
Tel: 0118 9724097 é
Mob: 07800 914 880

Z2a0a2

HENLEY GLAZING AND
WINDOW CENTRE LTD

01491 629901

Glass Supply, Glazing Service, Mirrors, Shelves, Table
Tops, sealed Units, Lead Lights, Locks, Secondary
Glazing, Shower Screens

Suppliers & Installers of: UPVC, Aluminium & Timber
Windows, Doors & Conservatories, Facias , Sofits &
Guttering

Registered Company

12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk

KC
IMPROVEMENTS

PAVING B DRIVEWAY SPECIALISTS

~ PATIOS
~ DRIVEWAYS
~ GROUNDWORKS
~ FOUNDATIONS
~ DRAINAGE SOLUTIONS
~ FENCING

Contact
07909 006369
kcimprovements@hotmail.co.uk
kcimprovements.co.uk

Checekatrade facebook

CURTAINS, CUSHION COVERS,
BLINDS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448 or 07815 610007

Fed up with limescale?

A Water Softener
would be your solution

Compass Water Softeners

SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
01189723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets

F

Dog Walking f
=

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 | 07787 114536

HEIGHTS

TREE CARE

All Aspects of Tree Work
Hedge Cutting - Stump Grinding
Tree and Hedge Planting

TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE, CONTACT LAURENCE WILLIAMS

0118 9721003 « M 078135 86735
info@heightstreecare.co.uk
www.heightstreecare.co.uk

FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
£10 MILLION PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES
OF BUILDING WORK

A BUILDING EXT@I}LSIOW@

da‘ LPLUMBING /

pe. Y

SERVICE,REPAIR
saxs0 & INSTALLATIONS

BOILE AMAXS !~

*WWW.AMAXS.CO.UK »
Ei www.facebook.com/AMAXS™

Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057

E: info@amaxs.co.uk

L4
.q-,."—

Heath A J‘?f
(%'Watklns

1-.‘|_‘..

Eco neﬁus W
Logs, Coal & Gas
Key Cutting
Seasonal Plan‘ts & Buﬁﬁ
Seeds -
Haberdashery AETLARERY
LighitBRiBERINEVARA MARANESAAL VRN
Gardening Tools
Water Softener Salt
Kitchenware '
Kilner Jars

Painting & Demratlng Supplles
Cleaning Sundries

Compost

& EVEN MORE!
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PARISH NEWVS

The content of this page is the sole responsibility of, and is paid for by, Sonning Common Parish Council

Welcome

T mg

I’'m Andy Donachie, your new Parish
Clerk, and I’'m really pleased to

be joining the Sonning Common
community in this role. Some of you
might already know me — or at
least know my wife’s family — as we
have strong ties to the village. After
18 years away, we moved back last
year, and honestly, it just feels right
to be home. Sonning Common has
everything you could want — shops,
green spaces, a great community —

all while keeping that proper village
feel, which is why we love it.

A bit about me: | spent almost 20
years working for Reading Borough
Council, leading teams, managing
projects, and generally learning how
to get things done. I've worked closely
with councillors for most of that time,
so stepping into the Parish Clerk role
feels like a natural next chapter.

My job here is to help the Parish
Council run smoothly: organising
meetings, leading the great team in
the office, giving advice, and making
sure everything we do is above board.
But it's more than ticking boxes —

it's about helping the village thrive,
supporting local projects, and being

a link between the council and the
community.

Right now, my main focus is on
getting stuck into the projects already
underway and getting to grips with
the day-to-day life of the council as

well as getting to know the well-
established and hard working team
behind the Parish Council. Once I've
got my feet firmly under the table,
I'm looking forward to bringing some
ideas of my own too.

Outside of work, you'll usually find
me watching rugby union, walking our
dog or cooking up a culinary delight!

If you've got any questions,
suggestions, or just want to chat about
what’s happening in the village, please
get in touch. | can’t promise we'll fix
every problem overnight, but what |
can promise is that we'll listen, we'll
try, and we'll work together to keep
Sonning Common a place we're all
proud of.

Looking forward to meeting you
all soon! @

ANDY DONACHIE
Parish Clerk, Sonning Common Parish Council

Sonnlng Common celebrates Summer at annual Village Day

Get ready for a day of fun, family
entertainment, community spirit, and
local charm! Our annual Village Day is
returning to Memorial Park on Sunday
22nd June from 1.00pm.

This year’s event promises to be a vibrant
mix of traditional country fair attractions,
local crafts, live music and delicious food.

Highlights to look forward to include:

e Live Music: enjoy a variety of local
musicians performing throughout the
afternoon, and featuring “So Be It”

e Craft Stalls; other shopping: browse
and purchase unique handmade items

from local artisans.

e Food; Drink: savour a range of delicious

foods from around the world, and
drinks from Loddon Brewery; Purple
Foot Wines

e Discover your community: browse the
stands of all our local heroes who run
the various organisations that keep the
community spirit of Sonning Common
alive.

e Family activities: kids of all ages
can enjoy a tractor ride to a range
of entertainments including bouncy
castles, face painting, tug o’ war,
fairground attractions and more.

e Fun dog show; other animals.

Organised with Sonning Common
Parish Council

villagedaysonningcommon@gmail.com

ARBOCARE
TREE SURGERY LTD

Qualified and Experienced Arborists
Established over 25 years

Contractors to the National
Trust

Crown reductions

Thinning

Felling

Hedge Trimming

Stump Grinding

Decay Detection & Tree Reports
Free phone: 0808 1555815

Mobile: 07778811136
www.arbocare.co.uk

Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers
* Curtains
* Re-Upholstery
* Tracks & Poles
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 Mob: 0780 1182400
gblakefurn@agmail.com

www.grahamblake.com

Want to look and feel great!!

Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Mondays f Tuesdays f Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (& in Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

©01491 377 272
L Q 35 Wallingford Rd,

Goring

THE BATHROOM

— STUDIO -

& fiehatioon

I
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(") Beacon Flooring
A Family Run Business
Carpet Wood
Karndean Vinyl

Free fitting on carpet orders over £150

16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?

Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

Christine Brook - Member of Body Control Pilates Association www'lcﬂverSham'aerialsicODUk

Ring 07789 717017 or email « r'||-. itimedpilates.co.uk
Website at www_timedpilates.co.uk MHD




How lucky we are in this village to
have both the Memorial Field and the
Millennium Green. All right, in an ideal
world they would have had more
distinct names - as itis, those with
fading mental powers, myself
included, are forever referring to one
when they mean the other or having
to pause for several seconds to make
sure they get it right.

But that's a minor consideration when
you think of the blessings each brings
to Sonning Common. | am full of
admiration for the dedicated people
who have worked so hard to make the
Memorial Field (I think I've got the right
one) what itis. | cycle pastittwo or
three times a week and rejoice at the
way it is used and appreciated by such
a variety of residents.

My own particular interest, though,

is the Millennium Green — mainly,
because a couple of years ago | became
chairman of the trust responsible for
looking after it. Since then, | have

grown to value its contribution to
village life deeply, although it is not
easy to put that value into words. You
must spend time there — breathing

in the air, listening to the birds,
looking at the sweep of grassland
and the surrounding belt of trees,
pausing to smell the lavender and the
wildflowers and spot the butterflies
and moths. Then you become aware
of other people: dog walkers, elderly
residents of Abbeycrest being pushed
in wheelchairs by their children or
grandchildren, solitary souls on
benches sunk in contemplation, lads
booting footballs around, families
spread out on the grass.

You know then that it is a special
place with a special atmosphere about
it. It is somewhere to find peace, to
exercise, to savour silence and to chat,
to experience the wonder and beauty
of nature.

As trustees we feel it is our first duty
to maintain this specialness. Our
approach is to let the Millennium
Green look after itself, which on the
whole it does pretty well. But at the
same time there is work to be done,
and every now and then we must
intervene. When an errant white van

GREE

veered across Peppard Road into the
long-standing metal gate opposite

the Bird in Hand, we had to organise a
replacement. When the parish council
politely asked if we could open up a
new entrance/exit on Kennylands Road
opposite the footpath to Bur Wood,

and install a staggered barrier, we were
happy to oblige.

The day after | am writing this dispatch,
the volunteers from the magnificent
Green Gym are coming with loppers
and mattocks and other weapons to
tackle the rapidly expanding thicket
of brambles beside the path on the
Peppard Road side, and to deal with
encroaching growth elsewhere. The
Green Gym have helped us out before
and they do a superb job (volunteers
are always wanted — do contact the
organiser, Martin Rhodes at
martin_rhodes1@hotmail.com).

There are hedges to be cut, lavender
beds to be weeded, blackthorn suckers
to be removed, wildflower seed to be
sown, grass banks to be mown. The
Millennium Green is incredibly lucky to
have a devoted supporter and worker,
Chris Brown (also our secretary)

who is to be found most fine days
tending to one task or another. He

is also a close observer and recorder
of the Green'’s flora and fauna, and a
skilled photographer — witness the
photographs accompanying this article.

Thanks to a deal on access with

the developers of the new housing
site next to Kennylands Gym, the
Millennium Green Trust has acquired
sufficient funding to put it on a sound
financial footing for the foreseeable
future. Because of the careful
management of previous trustees — |
pay tribute here to my predecessor
as chairman, Sheila Walker — it has
always been possible to fund important
enhancements, for instance the path
that was redone a few years ago.

Without starting a revolution, we
would like to do more. One proposal is
for a new path leading from Essex Way

along the fence beside Abbeycrest to
the north-west corner of the Green,
which would link with existing
pavements and be safer than walking
up Kennylands Road. The trust is also
thinking about providing a Community
Orchard on part of the mown green
near the gym — a place to pick old-
fashioned English apples and pears,
plums and damsons, even quinces.

If any reader of this magazine has
any thoughts about these ideas, or
anything else about the Millennium
Green, by all means email me at
tomfort3@gmail.com . In the
meantime, let us all enjoy this
glorious asset and give thanks to
Sibella Bonham-Carter and the other
crusaders of long ago who enabled it
to become part of our village. ®

TOMFORT
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Abench has been placed in Millennium
Greenin memory of Annabel Irwin and Joan
Lamprell, both long time residents of
Sonning Common.

Friends and family gathered at the bench,
kindly donated by many of those close to
Annabel and Joan, on the afternoon of 21st
of March.

Both families would like to thank everyone
who came along on the day and those who
kindly contributed. The benchis a lovely
testament to both women who were active
invillage life over their combined 40 years
plus as residents. It will provide a peaceful
place to remember them.



A GREENER FUTURE FOR
SONNING GOMMON

Thank you to everyone who donated
to the “Big Give Green Match Fund”
in April helping CPRE Oxfordshire

to secure the funding needed to
launch the pilot scheme for Rooftop
Renewables. This pioneering
initiative aims to help rural
communities transition to rooftop
solar energy, with Sonning Common
chosen as the first community to
benefit!

With the intention of helping residents
save money on energy bills and reduce
their carbon footprint while creating

a more sustainable community, CPRE
Oxfordshire will be working with the

Parish Council Chair, Vicky Boorman, to
roll out the project.

We face a climate emergency which will
have a huge impact on our countryside,
through extreme weather and loss

of biodiversity. We must reduce our
dependence on fossil fuels, which

are high in carbon and contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions and climate

change, and switch to generating clean
energy closest to the point of use.

What next?

The first step is a solar audit across
the village to identify where rooftop
solar energy can be on private homes
and community assets such as the
village hall.

Stage one

e Workshops to educate residents about
solar energy and its benefits

e Mapping exercises using LIDAR
(remote sensing technology) to identify
the most suitable rooftops

e Guidance on the installation process

CELEBRATING VEDAY

The Parish Council organised a
gathering at the Butchers Arms to
commemorate the 80th anniversary of
the end of WW11. The celebration was
marked with the lighting of the beacon.

Some residents made tea and cake for
VE day at Redhouse Drive
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- The countryside charity
43 Oxfordshire

which makes sure all the information
is accessible to make the decision to
residents about solar energy.

Stage two

e Help with funding applications for
solar panel installation

e Community energy groups are helped
to set up for the management of the
solar products, apply for funding and
share information about renewable
energy initiatives.

e Support for planning applications and
work to encourage local authorities to
prioritise renewable energy projects.

The Parish Council and CPRE will be in

touch with more details as it starts. ®
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ABBEYCREST
O3 ARIA CARE

Come and

0y lyreak

with us

Laughter, joy, and companionship — Enjoy a spring retreat this season
with Aria Care. Whether you’re looking for care for yourself or a loved
one, our respite stays are here to lend a helping hand.

With 24-hour care and support,
indulgent homemade meals, fun {
activities, and the opportunity to

form new friendships, our welcoming
communities are the perfectwayto
relax and recharge. ~

Giving you a well-deserved break and
peace of mind, discover your home-
away-from-home with us this season. .

We look forward to welcoming
you to our community, get in
touch today. Scan
here to find

out more.

Inspected and rated

0808 281 5107 | ariacare.co.uk Go0d catiganies
Sonning Common, Berkshire, RG4 9RG

Q CareQuality
Commission



Computer Problems?

PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

sy DAVID DUNSTAN

01491 680036 or 07961 476664

mail@influen.tialcomputers.com CONTACT A'Yth yeq"and

www.InfluentialComputers.com
: Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey .
crypﬁc crossword Sudoku Grading: medium Influential Computers Ltd - A Family Run Business Since 1984 C(IY'H’\@DI IGTeSObC.CO.Uk

4 83 1 07521699265 www.pilatesabc.co.uk
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' www.al3d.co.uk

ACROSS Cryptogram
1. Away unknown, a lack of interest (6) The following quotation has been encoded using a simple
4. See 3 down letter substitution. What does it say?

9. Feasts lago used oddly producing tiredness (7)

. . . . OHN PI SAT NPOSTE HW HFE UPIDHOSTOS
10. Having a key in Islington alliance (5)

11. Madly need a garden (4) CRUT MGHEPHFI IFCCTE LB SAPI IFO Hw HEATING SOLUTIONS
12. Flying ace with six headless people (8) BHEY; -
13. Gas is dispersed before country meeting (11) ROU RGG SAT DGHFUI SARS GHFE’U FKHO

18&23. What hand takes in messy village shop (5,3,7) HEE AHFIT

20. Virtue in Schopenhauer (4)
e PO SAT UTTK LHIHC HW SAT HDTRO g Not all plumbers are

23. See 18 LFEPTU.
24. Stay in crazy normality (6) NPGGPRC IARYTIKTRET: EPDAREU PPP crentd equa"
25 Big gun s clergyman adopting name (6) same-day, fixed price, local heating &
¥ F

DOWN : :

i
1. Garnett embarrassed by great king (6) plumblng services YUI..I can count on!
2. Hepburn perhaps recasts failure (7) Quiz: Books with countries in the title

Boiler Installation, @g Heat Pump Design,

3&4 across. Hog can rush around village chemist (4,6) I
Service & Repair =l Installation & Service

5. Draw pamphlet after a time (7)

6. Cousin aims to contain holy mountain (5)

7. Stockings in vinyl on silk (6)

8. Recognise in the skies? —it’s anyone’s guess (6,5)
14. Occupy in practice (7)

15. City dweller has bull on Scotsman (7)

16. He sits uneasily for dissertation (6)

17. Senora confused logic (6)

19. Overall in a pronouncement (5)

21. Stake is up the mountain (4)

E.M. Forster: A Passage to

William Shakespeare: Hamlet, Prince of X :
Inn. .+, Central Heating & r:aa General Plumbing
: Radiators 6 Works

Daphne du Maurier:

Ira Levin: The Boys from 1 .
‘Excellent friendly service,

From leaky pipes to heating repairs, dripping taps very professional and

to old boiler nightmares, you can count on us to reasonably priced. I'd highly
keep your home cosy & warm. recommend.’

with Love.

lan Fleming: From
Giles Foden: The Last King of
John Le Carré: A Small Town in

Paul Torday: Salmon Fishing in the
H.E. Bates: Fair Stood the Wind for
10. Margaret Landon: Anna and the King of

© o NV A WN PR

premierheatingsolutions.co.uk

(® omns 230 2855

See answers on page 34
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BEAVERS

At 1st Sonning Common Beavers
e have had another term of fun,
adventure and learning. We have
worked hard towards a number
of badges including; creative,
international, book readers and
safety hadge.

TERMREVIEW

One of our highlights was a really
exciting trip to Henley fire station
where the firefighters spent the
afternoon talking to the beavers
about fire safety, what to do if they
discover a fire and how to act safely
in an emergency situation. They
also gave a thorough tour of the fire
truck and the beavers learnt about
how much water is stored on board,
how tall the largest ladder is and
what happens when they need more

water than is stored on board. The
beavers all listened so attentively
and were rewarded with time to try
on some of the fire kit and spraying
the water hoses. A huge thank you to
Henley fire brigade who really went
above and beyond with their time
and enthusiasm to give the beavers a
great experience.

Another great trip we went on was to
Four Bears Book shop in Caversham.
Alex welcomed the beavers into his
shop to kick start the Book Readers
badge and celebrate World Book
day. The beavers had a good explore
of the children’s section and looked
through the special books that had
been written especially for world
book day.

Alex tested their knowledge of
popular books and authors in a fun
quiz and our book worm Harry won
the book voucher prize! The beavers
then spent some time making up and

writing their own adventure stories.
We had a brilliant time and our trip
inspired the beavers to complete the
rest of the badge requirements over
the following few weeks. We went
on a nature walk to collect interesting
leaves to turn into book marks. Used
craft materials to design our own
book covers, showed we knew how
to look after books correctly and

read 6 books each and chose the
best one to recommend to a friend. A
huge thank you to Alex for being so
generous with his time and shop!

The term ahead looks to be an

adventure filled time as we prepare
for our summer camp in June,
complete our sports badge and
spend more time exploring our

local environment as the weather
improves. We will also be teaming
up with Eco SoCo to help look after
some of the trees planted in the new
community orchards. The Beavers
will be adopting some of the new
trees and making sure they get the
water they need. Learning new skills
and fun times ahead! e
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A sad goodbye: It is with sadness that
at the end of April we said goodbye to
Isabelle our Finance Officer who after
working at Sonning Common Health
Centre for 6.5 years has decided it

is time to hang up her hat and retire.
Isabelle first started working at the
health centre on Reception before
joining the Finance team where she has
been invaluable. We have all loved
working with Isabelle and will miss her
however we know she will enjoy every
moment of her retirement and will enjoy
lots of travelling.

A warm welcome to new staff: We are
pleased to welcome our new Dispensary
team - Ann-Marie, our Dispensary
Manager and Abbie our Dispenser, who

both started at the beginning of April.
Ann-Marie has previously worked as a
Dispensary Manager within a Primary
Care setting and Abbie has worked in
Community Pharmacy setting. Both
bring a wealth of transferrable skills and
knowledge to their new roles. They are
both excited to join the Health Centre
and are looking forward to getting to
know our dispensing patients.

We are also pleased to welcome Joanne
our new Finance Officer. Joanne has
been working closely with Isabelle
throughout April to obtain a good
understanding of her new role. Joanne
has previous Finance experience which
will be a great benefit to her.

)
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Successful Spring booster COVID-19
vaccination clinics: Our Spring booster
Covid-19 clinics were a great success
with us vaccinating close to 1,000
patients. It was a huge team effort

with both Sonning Common Health
Centre staff and amazing volunteers
helping coordinate the clinic to ensure
all our patients had a sleek and efficient
experience. Thank you to everyone who
made our clinics possible. Thank you
also to our Lead nurse Catherine and
our Nurse Annabel who also visited
Abbeycrest and our housebound
patients to ensure they also received
their Spring booster. ®

Katie Williams
Practice Manager

ORDERING YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS

The NHS App is the quickest way to
order repeat medication. The App
displays the medication you are
currently on and gives you access to
your medical records too.

You can also use Patient Access to
order repeat medication.

Please Note: you now need a mobile
phone as this requires “2 factor
authorisation” i.e. send you a code to
allow you to login.

If you have not yet registered to order
your prescription online, or would
prefer not to, you can also make a
request in any of the following ways:

e Email our admin team at schc.
admin@nhs.net — please include
your name, DOB, medication
required and which pharmacy you

would like your prescription to be
sent to. (Dispensing patients can
collect from the health centre).

e Put a written request into the box
in our foyer.

e Ask your preferred pharmacy to
request medication on your behalf.

Regardless of the method, please
allow 3 days (excluding weekends
and Bank Holidays) for your

repeat prescription request to be
processed. We cannot accept repeat
prescription requests over the
telephone.

Please allow plenty of time when
ordering your medication, don't leave
it until you have only one tablet or
dose left.

Please do not request your
prescription if your prescription
currently has more than 2 weeks
remaining. Your request will be
rejected. This follows national
guidance to allow supply chains
to restock and to ensure everyone
has adequate supplies of their
medication. e

PPG OVERVIEW

A Look Back at Sonning Common Health
Centre’s Patient Participation Group’s
Impactful Year

At this year's AGM, the Patient Participation
Group (PPG) reflected on a rewarding and
dynamic 2024. It was a year of meaningful
connection, education, and positive change,
driven by our mission to bring patients and
healthcare professionals closer together for
the benefit of the community.

One of the highlights of the year has been
our Health Information Events, which
proved once again to be an invaluable
opportunity to bring expert knowledge
directly to our patients. We began in
January with a Mental Health Talk led by
Sport in Mind, a charity that emphasises
the powerful link between physical
activity and mental wellbeing. In May, Dr.
Kiruba Nagaratnam provided vital insights
into stroke prevention and treatment, a
session that resonated with many in our
community. October offered something

a little different—a glimpse behind the
scenes of general practice, as Dr. Tom
Rockell presented "A Day in the Life of a
GP", sharing the challenges and rewards
of life on the front line of healthcare.

We closed the year in November with
an engaging talk by Professor Deepak
Ravindran, whose session "Why You
Are What You Eat" explored the intricate

connection between diet and overall health.

Beyond our events, the PPG has continued
to build and evolve in other important
ways. We carried out a Patient Satisfaction
Survey, which provided valuable feedback
that has been shared with the Health
Centre to inform service improvements.
We've welcomed new members into the
group, bringing fresh perspectives and
renewed enthusiasm to our work. Our
communication efforts have expanded

too, with the creation of a dedicated
Facebook page and the ongoing growth

of our mailing list, allowing us to reach
more patients with updates, resources, and
event information. Our feedback channels
have remained active, helping ensure that
patient voices are heard and considered in
decisions that affect their care. Additionally,
our Topic Table and features in local
publications have continued to raise
awareness around key health topics.

Throughout 2025, we're excited to build
on this momentum with a new series of

FINDING A BARGAIN

How can | put this politely? | don’t want
to sound negative as | am, after all, talking
about myself, but I'm what some people
might call, “a cheapskate”, “a skinflint”,
or “a miser”. In short, | like nothing more
than finding a bargain. My husband

even leaves the reduced-price sticker on
presents he gets me as seeing the saving
gives me almost as much pleasure as
receiving the gift. What could possibly
be better than a box of chocolates? A
box of chocolates bought for half price, of
coursel!!

Imagine then my horror when | was
preparing for my recent holiday and realised
| might actually have to spend money on
buying books. And not just a couple of
pounds as I'll easily read at least five while
I'm away and, at £8-£10 each, that's a

lot of money. Why did this come as such
a shock to me? Well, you see, usually |
borrow books from the library, and | don't

know if you know, but that’s free to do - yes,

free! Now, | must admit | have previously
taken library books away for a little break
with me, but (and this is probably just me)
| felt a slight pressure to look after them:

not to get sun cream on them, crush them
at the bottom of my beach bag, or spill a

mojito over them. So, | gave myself a pep

talk about how I'm worth it and resolved to

treat myself to some new books and damn
the expense. But what pressure to choose
the right ones! I'm used to borrowing a
random one from the library and, if | don’t
like it, | take it back and choose another,
and then another, and then another, until

| find one, | love. No cost so no pressure.
Choosing a book shouldn’t have to be

" HEALTH CENTRE

events. We started the year with a "New
Year, New Start" event led by the care
coordinators, encouraging healthy habits
and wellness from day one. We're also
preparing sessions focused on the vital
topic of caring for elderly relatives and
friends, offering support and practical
advice for those in caregiving roles as
well as those who might need more care.
Another crucial issue we'll be tackling

is sepsis, with a dedicated talk aimed at
raising awareness of its signs and the
importance of early intervention - look out
for more information for this event which is
to be held on the 3rd June.

The PPG is always open to new ideas and
new members. Whether you're keen to get
involved directly or simply want to stay
informed, we invite you to join us. Together,
we can continue to make a meaningful
difference in the health and wellbeing of
our community.

Please email schcppg@gmail.com for
more information. ®

Vicky Mynott
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FRIENDS of Sonning Commen Library

this stressful surely! No wonder | need a
holiday! | can’t imagine a life without a local
library. When you stop and think about it,
how fantastic is it that any one of us can
walk into that building and come out with
an armful of books at no cost to ourselves?
And we're not limited to a certain number
of visits a week, month or year. We can

go whenever we want and find books on
so many subjects; | can’t even begin to list
them. If you haven’t been recently, stop by
when you're next passing and take a look.
You might spot me, sitting on the settee
reading a self-help book as, now | come to
think of it, being a penny-pincher does have
its drawbacks. Yes! That's the word | was
looking for, “penny-pincher”. ®

ALISON SMITH
FOSCL



GREETINGS FROM

SONNING COMMON LIBRARY!

We get to meet all sorts of interesting
people at the Library, from regular
borrowers to those new to us who

are researching an area of interest.
There are representatives from various
organisations and events in the village
who come in with a poster to put up
on our board or to let us know about

a new initiative. | know we have big
“Self-Service” signs by the machines
in the Library, but Elaine and | love

come along and pick up a book about
somewhere you would like to visit or
maybe read about someone else’s life
of adventure. We'll also have a special
crime fiction book display.

In July the adult summer novels will
be front and centre, and the children
breaking up from school will start the
Summer Reading Challenge. So, if you
want your child or grandchild to keep
up with their reading over the holidays,

o
s
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HAS RELOCATED AND IS NOW AT
64 WooD LANE
SONNING COMMON RG4 9SL

0118972 1240 * 0777 1790916
(PREVIOUSLY THE DAVIS TATE OFFICE)

WEEKDAYS 9.30AM — 4.30PM
SATURDAYS 9.00AM — 1.00PM
SUNDAYS CLOSED

ZUMBA LATIN

Thursdays 11.15-12.45
Christchurch, Henley with free parking

£10 per session includes
1 hour ZUMBA + 30mins standing
stretches, breathing & meditation

Bring your water bottle, face towel &
smiley face

Sessions are fun and for all ages &
abilities — come and try it out
More details from Adrienn

07428 020113

HENLEY
J O 1 N
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Sonning Common Garage

Looking after local customers for over 60 years
Peppard Road, Sonning Common RG4 9SU

© 0118 972 2021

www.sonhingcommongarages.com

Every Saturday .
at 10a.m.

% Sonnin e R mx 0
Common Library | s OXroRosHe

Ummer-readin,
1eading-challen,
haller ,.,org.ukformorefun.' e

B TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned

2~ OXFORD AERIALS

Call us on 01182 055155

: ; shaun@oxfordaerials.co.ul
. 28 : ~www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
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Service Opening Times: Mon-Fri 8am - 5.30pm ¢ Sat & Sun CLOSED
Offers valid on production of this advert. Only 1voucher per MOT. Offer not available in conjunction
with any other offers. Sonning Common reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion
at any time. Correct at time of going to print.




CHURCH NEWS

STMICHAELS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

We are pleased to report that the health
of our former parish priest, Fr Michael
Sharkey, has improved significantly.

The improvement means that he has
recently moved into a vacant diocesan
property in Warwickshire. Hopefully
this will enable him to pursue his love
of cooking and translating church
documents without the responsibility of
running a parish.

Although we have no resident priest
and are served by priests from
neighbouring parishes the life of the
parish continues to flourish. Various
fund-raising events took place to
support CIRDIC, Reading Refugees and
the earthquake in Myanmar.

The Catholic Church is currently
celebrating a Year of Jubilee. These
occur every 25 years and this one

is a special year of forgiveness and
reconciliation, when we are invited to
come back into right relationship with
God and with one another. The late
Pope Francis made the theme of this
year’s Jubilee, ‘Pilgrims of Hope." During
Lent, a time of reflection in preparation
for Easter, amongst our various activities
we followed a series of five reflections
with the theme, ‘We Dare to Hope.

We all have hopes and dreams, but the
Christian hope is what was celebrated
at Easter. Where the risen Jesus led, we
will follow to our true home with him

in heaven where all our hopes, all our
deepest longings will be satisfied. Our
Easter services from Maundy Thursday
to Easter Sunday were very well
attended compared to recent years and
it was wonderful to greet friends and
visitors both old and new. It was Easter
Monday when we heard of the death of
Pope Francis and we have prayed that
all his hopes are now realised.

A number of ladies from the parish

joined those from other local churches
to lead the World Day of Prayer at
Springwater Church, using a service
prepared by the Christian women of the
Cook Islands. It was a good opportunity
to meet with friends from other
churches, many of whom met again for
the Walk of Witness around Sonning
Common, Good Friday morning.

During the summer months we are
delighted to welcome Fr Colin Blayney
from Sydney, Australia to live amongst
us. We are hoping he will give us

the benefit of his knowledge and
experience while he enjoys the delights
of South Oxfordshire, a place he knows
well.

To contact the parish see our website:
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.
org.uk ®

SPRINGWVATER CHURCH

The church family here greatly miss
Kevin and Linsey Potter, our pastors,
who recently moved on to where, after
a well-earned break, they believe the
Lord next wants to use their gifts.

We are blessed to have a wonderful
leadership team, who are ably keeping
the church flourishing, until new pastor/
pastors are appointed, at the time of
writing they are talking to a potential
couple.

All the usual activities at Springwater
are doing well, the food bank,
Compassionate Loaf, The Ark (mother
and toddler group), Aspire, the women's
group, The Steering Wheel Fellowship,
bible study, home groups and so on.

We would love to see you on Sunday
morning at 10.30, for worship, coffee
and a chat. ®

CHRIS GIRDLER

www,springwaterchurch.org.uk
Tel: 0118 972 4519

STJOHN THE BAPTIST AND
CHRIST THE KING

In the April/May magazine, | reported
that the work at Christ the King church
was moving along as expected and
that the church would be open at the
beginning of May. If you have passed
by the church at the top of Sedgewell
Road recently you will know that

this is not the case! Unfortunately,
some unexpected extra work was
necessary to ensure that the roof will
be completely weatherproof and to
allow for good insulation. So, at the time
of writing the aim is to be open once
again towards the end of June, with a
rededication service to follow.

There has been an exciting development
for St John the Baptist church, Kidmore
End. Plans have been approved for
Phase 1 of the improvement project,
with work including rewiring, new
lighting and replacement heating for the
church commencing in the autumn. This
will take several months and will mean
that St John'’s will be closed over the
winter period and into 2026. However,
parish services will continue at Christ
the King.

Fundraising for the proposed projects at
St John's Church is ongoing. This month
(June) several fundraising events are
planned:

e Saturday 14th June — ‘The Sweet
Things in Life’ concert, 3pm, St John’s
Church.

The Parish Choir and the choir from

Kidmore End Primary School singing
music together, with some separate
musical items.

e Saturday 21st June - ‘A Flower

Festival’ 10.30am—-4pm, St John’s
Church and churchyard.

Come along and see the church and
churchyard beautifully decorated with
floral displays.

e Sunday 22nd June - Patronal Festival
Evensong, 6pm, St John’s Church.

A special Evensong to celebrate St
John’s Day.

All events are free to attend, and
refreshments will be available.
Donations are welcome (towards the
St John’s Fundraising Appeal).

Details of services for June and July
can be found at www.achurchnearyou.
com. Everyone is welcome and we
particularly look forward to welcoming
everyone to the newly refurbished
Christ the King Church very soon! ®

AJL

?F‘ LUMBING & HEATING

It's Not What We

CHILTERN EVANGELICAL

“Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and | will give you rest.”

Matthew 11:28

Summer offers a break. Time to unwind,
escape the routine, and find a bit of
peace. But have you ever noticed that
even after a relaxing holiday, there’s still
a weight that doesn’t shift? A nagging
sense of guilt, regret, or things left
unresolved?

Jesus once said, “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and | will
give you rest.” He wasn't just talking
about physical tiredness. He was
offering rest for the soul—a deep peace
that comes from being fully forgiven and
completely known.

3, It's How We Do lt!

Many of us carry guilt from things
we've done—or failed to do. But the
message of Jesus is that He came not to
condemn, but to save. On the cross, He
took the weight of our sin so we don'’t
have to carry it anymore.

That's real rest: forgiveness that frees us
from guilt, and love that brings peace.

You don’t need to earn it. You just need
to come.

So this summer, as you seek rest,
consider the rest Jesus offers—a clean
heart, a fresh start, and peace with
God. In between the BBQs and beach
days, maybe take a moment to wonder:
is there more to life than just pushing
through until the next break? ®

Chiltern Evangelical Church
www.cecuk.church

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH,
KIDMORE END

‘THE SWEET THINGS IN LIFE

CONCERT SATURDAY 14 JUNE AT 3PM
PARISH MUSICIANS AND
KIDMORE END SCHOOL CHOIR

FLOWER FESTIVAL SATURDAY 21 JUNE

10.30AM TO 4PM

FESTIVAL EVENSONG SUNDAY 22 JUNE AT 6P

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED

DONATIONS WELCOME TOWARDS ST JOHN'S CHURCH

FUNDRAISING APPEAL




TOM FORT PHONES

No device has ever had a bigger
impact on the way we live than the
mobile phone - it is not too much

to say that it has imposed a kind of
tyranny on us all. But | am doing my
bit to resist.

| was very late coming to the mobile
party. My first phone was a basic
Nokia not much bigger than a fat pork
sausage, which did almost nothing
beyond making and receiving calls
and amusing my children with a game
called Snake (which | never played).
One day | dropped it into a urinal while
talking to my mother, but amazingly it
continued to work after being washed
under a tap.

Over time | upgraded, reluctantly,
without losing my impatience with
those who became wedded, almost
welded, to their phones. | remember
seeing one of my brothers talking on his
while wading in the middle of the river
we were fishing and hoping very much
that he would drop it.

These days | have a smartphone, which
is very far from smart. It has many
functions of which | know nothing, and
| am often in trouble with my family

for not having it on me. | never take it
when | walk the dog or go for a cycle
ride, because — as | explain to them —if
it rings | am liable to stumble with the
shock or fall off my bike.

My friends
sometimes
complain
that they
have not been
able to contact me

—when | look at my phone, | find that |
switched off the volume several days
before and neglected to put it back on.

| i‘#ﬂz =

Too bad, | say. | flatly refused to have
my life controlled by the beastly thing.
| will be its master.

And | live in hope that, one day, | will
see someone walking along the road
with their phone in front of their face
smack into a lamppost and break both
phone and nose. ®

ROTHERFIELD UNITED FC

YOUR LOCAL FA AFFILIATED FOOTBALL CLUB

Back in 2023 the club had a double
celebration as we completed our 50th
anniversary and were also awarded
the Oxfordshire FA's club of the
season award.

The award was recognition of the club'’s
continued growth which over the past
5 years has seen the club double in size
to now having 650+ members across
all age groups.

We are extremely proud of the fact that
we are one of very few Oxfordshire
clubs who offer football over such a
wide and diverse range:

- Junior teams from under 6 through to
under18

- Dedicated girls teams in 4 different
age groups

- Women'’s first and development
teams

- Men’s first team

- Men’s veterans team

- Walking football section with over
60 members

- Girls Wildcats squad for football
development of Reception and
Year 1 girls

As your local community focused
football club we are keen to extend our
coverage further.

Performance Sports Group and
Rotherfield United Football Club

have teamed up to bring you a FREE
SEND (Special Educational Needs

and Disabilities) Football Session on
Saturday 21st June, for children who
attend mainstream school settings but
have a SEND need, are currently on
their schools’ SEN register and receive
SEN support or have an EHCP in place.

Please feel free to share this
information with friends and family who
may have children who would benefit

from this SEN
focused session.
If we can make
this session a
success, then
the club plan

to run further
sessions
throughout the
year.

Finally, football development of boys
and girls who have recently started
school is a focus area for the club and
we are currently offering free sessions
on Saturday mornings.

Full details are in the flyer.

If you wish to find out any further
information about Rotherfield United
please contact us via our web site
www.rotherfieldfc.com e

Tel, 089242747

Find us; The Pet Barn, Peppard
C.Dmman, RGq EEU

Web; www.thepetbarn.co.uk

Everything Your Pet
MNeeds Under One Roof

Friendly knowledgeable staff on hand to help you.
K9000 self-service dog wash.

Large range of Equafleece.
Plenty of variety.

Large car park.
Carry to car service,
Open 7 days a week
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@thepetbarn

£l ©

S Voucher

Bring this voucher with vou on your next visit to claim £5 off your shop. One voucher per customer and transaction.
Minimum spend £10, this voucher has no cash value. Youcher valid until 31.07.2025. Mot 1o be used inconjunction

with loyalty card poinis,

A.B.
Local, independent, family-run funeral director
supporting Sonning Common

“..understanding
and sympathetic and
smoothly helped us
through all the decisions

to be made. This made the

whole experience easy and
reduced our anxieties.”

Excellent *Trustpilot

Local branches in Henley-on-Thames and Caversham.

01491413434 | www.abwalker.co.uk
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: Even if you don't plan to live at Widmore Park, you can still be part of the
wei303dAs) mjopns piomssotd ondAsd : community! Our wellness centre, café, and restaurant will be open to all, with
: memberships and bookings available.
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- Autoservices Ltd
Tel: 01189 724036

NOW OPEN

The Paddock
Kidby’s Yard
Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
RG4 9JT

ﬁT VAR A e Competitive Prices
Excellent Service

RIR CONDITIONING We also hire

NSTRLLATIONS efrige 189 b o .
HRTEIICE e NSRS Servicing and Repairs on any make

it "6 P & Tyres ¢ Batteries @ Exhausts

REFRIGERATION
ALL COMMEROAL REFRIGERATION \ & VOT & Car Sales

COLD ROOMS

WALK IN FRIOGES & FREEZERS
InFo@thermostatitd.co.uk FACEBOOK

07402968008
Kingfisher Kindergarten

iving Pre School
We stock pet food and supplies for dogs, cats, other ) ‘\‘3’3,0_ Thl/ PI’Z h00

small animals, wild and cage birds, wildlife, ‘v%— fg}/ 0/4[[&{,/5%, gggd

farm feed and aqua/pond fish. . .
Open: Monday to Saturday 9.00 am —4.00 pm E,‘:‘d%i',g,fx ngﬂlfs and ghpvg

60 Years experience of Pet Supplies
See our website for the latest offers We accept all Government Fundlng and

betcountrysupplies.co.uk have immediate spaces available
Free local delivery for orders over £25

43a Wood Lane Sonning Common Contact us for a visit 07894 966562
0118 972 34950 laryne@kingfisherkindergarten.uk

interestedin @petcountrysupplies.co.uk www.kingfisherkinderga rten.uk

Independent Funeral Service

Fum r al
Plans

Henley-on-Thames family run s . Golden

£40 John Lewis voucher or
£ 40 donation to Sue Ryder Care

with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert

Tel: (01491) 573370

www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG




