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On these grey winter days I hope there is something in this issue of the
magazine to engage the interest of every one.

20 Parish page

Nufﬁeld Place, In Focus, would be a good place to visit on the brighter Spring days at the
end of March. The centenary year of the Morris car will be celebrated on 29 March and
a special event is planned. Colin Reynolds has shared his connection with the car industry
and another new contributor is Hannah Rice writing about Abbeycrest, giving an insight to
this residential home. An interview with Carol Viney our district councillor reveals how she has
always made the welfare of Sonning Common her concern.

23 Library / Book reviews

A very impressive start to the primary school’s centenary year is displayed in Edwardian
costume and the achievements from Chiltern Edge do them credit. Christmas seems a long
time ago but its highlights appear, as well as many other interesting articles.
I hope you have all noted the dates on the front cover and will be able to attend one of the
presentation shows. The selection, for possible development, of some of the 14 sites around
the village perimeter is of pressing importance to every resident. This will be your last chance
to comment, in writing, upon what you hear.
Anouska’s page has moved closer to the front of the magazine. She and I are very keen that
she has some response to the writer’s competition. Please encourage your child/grandchild
to write a short piece. The deadline is after half term – it might be a good activity on a wet or
snowy week??
Recently I was contacted by one of Sibella’s relatives asking for a copy of the Oct/Nov
magazine, which I sent to her. I thought readers might be interested in what she said.
… most interesting and very well thought out. Many of her remarks were familiar to us,
and by highlighting them brought her back to life for us, and I am sure for many others.
We had not heard about the searching of the waste paper baskets at 10 Downing Street!
We shall treasure the article and keep it safe for posterity.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm
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Centenary Celebrations at SC Primary
are underway and will continue
throughout 2013

Sonning Common
Primary School’s 2012
Edwardian Christmas Fair

By CHRISTINE ATKINSON

On 6 January 1913 Sonning
Common Primary, then
known as Eye and Dunsden
Sonning Common Council
School, opened its doors to
67 children. The ﬁrst child
registered in the admissions
book was Nellie Grimshaw
aged 10 from Shiplake
Bottom. 100 years on from
then there are now 400
children on the roll. During
this year the school will be
celebrating the centenary
in a variety of ways.

laid out in lines as they would have
been then, rather than in groups as
they tend to be now. The parents
had obviously made a big effort and
d
almost all the children had dressed
up and looked fabulous! They were
nearly outdone by the efforts of the
staff, including all those who cook
lunch for them. Headmaster Mr Hirst
looked especially impressive in his
robes.

During the autumn a photo was taken
from the air of all the children and
staff making a `100` shape on the
playing ﬁelds.

Please contact mail@scps100.co.uk
for further information, or if you
have anything you would like to
contribute – such as stories, photos
etc. Do have a look at the photos
on the school website http://sonningcommonprimary.
co.uk/gallery/ Q

On the 7 and 8 January all the staff
and children were invited to dress
in the clothes that their ancestors
had 100 years ago. The desks were

Every family at the school was given
a lovely book to take home written
by Mel White (also known as former
teacher Mrs Choules) covering the
history of the school since 1913. It has
obviously taken a lot of time to put
together, so a big THANK YOU to Mel!

Another successful and much
appreciated Christmas lunch
Christmas Day 2012 saw some 50 villagers and their guests sit down in
the village hall to the 4th annual Lunch.
Tables had previously been laid up in festive style and each guest was greeted
with a glass of very tasty home made mulled wine.

Chiltern Edge School

Another terriﬁc amount was raised at
the school Christmas Fair to go towards
a new all weather sports facility. As the
school is 100 years old in 2013 the fair
had an Edwardian themed café and
a special visit from Father Christmas
himself. Carols were enthusiastically
sung outside with help from members of
Nottakwire and £3600 was raised. Q

Term 1 News Update
Q Ofsted – The inspectors arrived in the

ﬁrst week for a surprise visit, to the well
prepared school. The reward for the
positive, hard work was a `Good` grade
Q Digigirlz – A Year 9 girls’ group spent

the day at Microsoft. Chiltern Edge won
the challenge, against 20 other schools,
to design an app for a new phone and
the girls were rewarded with vouchers.
Well done Digigirlz!
Q GCSE Presentation – Former Year 11

pupils and their parents came to collect
certiﬁcates and awards following their
fantastic GCSE results in the summer.
Q Public Speaking Competition –

Chiltern Edge are becoming well
known for their public speakers and in
November 60 people come to hear
the 10 teams.Chair of the judges Stewart Collins Henley Festival Artistic
Director – commented on the high
standard of the performances. The
winning teams go on to the Kenton
Theatre at the end of January.
ary.

Q Wind in the Willows – Another great

production by the drama department.
The cast were fantastic with Liza
Swart as Ratty, Alex Humm as Badger,
Guillaume Gougeon as Mole and a
terriﬁc performance from James Little
as Toad. The weasels, and Mr Joyce
from PE as their leader, were especially
scary running through the audience.
Backstage the sound, art and lighting
were all provided by a dedicated crew
and the band performed faultlessly
each night. Well Done to Mr Harte and
Miss Baxter.
Q Sponsored Walk and House Charities

– Each house has its own nominated
charity. The total so far is over £4300 for
all ﬁve houses.
Q Rugby – A very successful rugby season

across years 7, 8 and 9 and former
pupil, Nathan Busby, is coaching the
students twice a week.

Lions thank Santa
helpers
Lions toured the villages of South Oxfordshire
with Santa on his sleigh to collect donations
whilst playing seasonal carols. Each volunteer
group of helpers will receive 50% of the
amounts they collected towards their chosen
charity project. In Sonning Common the
Lions were helped by Shirehall Rugy Club,
in Woodcote by local Beavers, Cub & Scout
Leaders and in Goring by Goring Primary
School PTA. £1,026.30 was collected in
Sonning Common. Q

The atmosphere was convivial with plenty of chat and diners enjoyed traditional
roast turkey and all the trimmings (washed down with wine or fruit juice), Christmas
pud, mincepies, coffee and chocolates. Ron Brindley proposed a vote of thanks
saying how much everyone appreciated the lunch and the work put in by Chrissie
Phillips Tilbury and Jill Vallis who had, again, organised the event. He also thanked
all the cooks, servers and ‘washer uppers’ for making it such an enjoyable day.
After the guests left with their decoratively wrapped gift of homemade
marmalade, the clearing up was completed in record time. Q
JO STOVES
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Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and
effective system of nonͲtouch energy healing
developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It is based on
the principle that the body is capable of healing
itself from many different physical and
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the
bioͲplasmic energy body that surrounds the
physical body also known as the aura. The healer
increases the body's ability to heal itself by
making more life energy available for it to use.
A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and is
suitable for any age and any ailment.
WůĞĂƐĞƐĞĞŵǇǁĞďƐŝƚĞŽƌĐĂůůŵĞĨŽƌŵŽƌĞ
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶŽŶƚŚĞŶƵŵďĞƌďĞůŽǁ͘



Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms
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x

36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX
ϬϳϳϯϲϮϵϴϮϬϲ
www.ukpranicͲhealing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com

x

Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults
Telephone Systems, Home & Office
Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights,
Fuse Boards and Rewires
Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless

Call Andrew Willis on
01491 681197 or 07831 377785
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk
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FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114

10% OFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM

4

CUTS – £10.00 GRADES – £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00
CUTS & BLOW DRY – £10.00 RESTYLE – £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN – £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00
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Neighbourhood
Development Plan
(NDP)
Finding
Grandma’s
Family The Hunt
Goes On
BY JO STOVES

In the last edition of the magazine
Anouska reported that, following
receipt of a letter from Tim
Bigalow in Canada, she and
her mum had tracked down a
relative of his late Grandmother
who is living in Orchard Avenue.
It appears that Barbara
Kingston’s mother-in-law and
Tim’s Grandmother were cousins
and there was some contact by
letter whilst they were still both
alive. But Barbara says she knows
“very little” of the history as her
mother-in-law seldom spoke of
her family. However, Tim’s letter
has prompted Barbara to write
to him and she has received
a personal reply. Happily, that
reply has encouraged her to
turn out some old photos and
documents and in the New Year
she plans to contact Barnados in
the hope that they will have some
information about Grandma.
Barbara now plans to keep
in touch with Tim and has
promised to let us know how her
investigations go. So, watch this
space! Q
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After an initial brieﬁng meeting in early January 2012 with
the consultant appointed by the Parish Council, the NDP
Working Party (NDPWP) was ﬁnalised and began work in
February 2012. Thus started an ongoing process of regular
meetings with task related agendas which have produced
to date a lot of data including photos, maps, reports,
documents, statements and surveys encompassing
important elements of the NDP. For example:
Q A Vision Statement for Sonning Common

2026
Q Character Assessment and Design

Statement
Q Housing Survey
Q Trafﬁc Report
Q Business Survey
Q And surveys on sites, landscape setting

and residential character plus individual
site analysis booklets of residents’
evidence.
All the information gathered by residents on
the sites in and around the village is now
being processed and summarised by the
NDPWP and will be presented in the form of

a spreadsheet. This evidence and many of
your photographs are now being prepared for
public meetings to be held on 7 February at
7.30 pm and repeated 9 February at 10 am
to 12 noon in the Village Hall.
Our intention is for the sites you have identiﬁed
to us as viable, non-viable or uncertain about
to be described in more detail via displays,
photos and a visual presentation. Residents
who attend will have the opportunity to
complete written feedback. These comments
along with all the other evidence will then
enable the working party to make a ﬁnal
assessment of all the sites. Q

Neighbourhood Plan
Housing Needs Survey
As part of the evidence gathering process the Neighbourhood
Planning Working Party commissioned this survey. This is a
summary of the ﬁndings.
Listed below are the ﬁndings considered
most signiﬁcant;
Q 25% of respondents have lived in the

village for more than 30 years, and 40%
for more than 20 years, implying a strong
affection for and commitment to, the
village.
Q 25% put the income of their household

at £20,000 to £40,000 p.a., which is
comparatively modest. 10% had an
income of more than £100,000.
Q 79% declared their intention of staying

in their current homes. 14% intended to
move, 7% said they would like to move,
(25 people), but either could not afford it
or there was a lack of suitable housing. Of
the 14% intending to move, 50 people,
(roughly half) said they would stay in
the village and half said they would go
elsewhere.
Q 18 of the 72 people who have left the

village in the past 5 years did so because
of the lack of affordable or suitable
housing, 24 left for employment.
Q In answer to the question “What kind of

accommodation does SC need?” almost
a quarter said affordable housing. The next
biggest category at 15% indicated semidetached houses.
Q Dealing with “supported housing”,

45%, of 160 people, felt the village
needed Housing Association and private

warden assisted accommodation.
Just over a quarter chose independent
accommodation with care support.
Q Just under two-thirds opposed back

land development, and one third
favoured it.
Q The three biggest categories in the pie

chart illustrating answers to the important
question “Why do you need a home
in SC?”; are being with family, those
wanting a ﬁrst home, and those wanting
a bigger home.
Q More than 40%, (39 people), of those

seeking a home want either terraced or
semi-detached. 15.5% are after either
detached house or semi-detached
bungalow.
Q 24 people responded to the question

about “How much rent/mortgage could
be afforded?” 8 said £651-750 per month.
We have not attempted to summarise the
comments included in the report. The very
broad themes are:
a. People like living in the village and want
to stay.
b. The village needs more affordable
housing.
c. Trafﬁc is bad at certain times and in
some places.
d. Parking provision is inadequate in the
village centre.

Minor County
Cricket returns
to Gallowstree
Common
Kidmore End Cricket Club
was founded in 1863 so
2013 will mark the club’s
sesquicentenary. Berkshire CCC
has not played at Gallowstree
Common since 1996. The
county side will return on
Sunday, 26 May 2013 to play
Buckinghamshire CCC in a
Minor County Trophy match.
In addition to other representative
matches which will be played during the
summer, the club’s 150th anniversary will
be celebrated with a Dinner and Ball,
held at Shehnai, London Street, Reading
on Saturday, 28 September 2013. It
is also planned to publish a revised
history of the club, ﬁrst compiled by W.
E. Townsend in 1963, with new editions in
1988 and 2003.
Matches begin with a friendly at
Datchet on 13 April while Thames Valley
League matches begin on Saturday,
11 May. Kidmore End CC is always
ready to welcome new members of
any age and playing standard to enjoy
the pleasures of the delightful ground
at Gallowstree Common. Interested
readers should contact club secretary
David New on 07786-527640. Enquiries
about participation in the club’s very
successful junior section, for boys and
girls, can be made to Rupert Loader
(07940-797046) or Alastair Johnson
(07900-902550). Q
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&ƌŝĞŶĚůǇΘZĞůŝĂďůĞ
dĂǆŝ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ

Hi Everyone,
Welcome to the ﬁrst issue of 2013, which is all about creative writing.

ĂƐĞĚŝŶ^ŽŶŶŝŶŐŽŵŵŽŶ

With lots of tips from local authors, you should be able to write a novel
in no time! So, I’ve decided to run a little competition to see how
creative your writing is. I hope you’ll enter!

Ϭϳϳϵϲϲϴϴϰϳϳ

Also, if you like this page please tell me. I’d love it if you emailed
me at: junior_editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

Love, ANOUSKA

S
P
I
T
P

TO

6KDXQ*XDUG

I have spoken to lots of local authors,
who have kindly sent in some great tips
that I can share with you all. I’ll give you
a few each issue to keep you inspired.

Stephanie Baudet

WORD SEARCH

www.stephaniebaudet.co.uk

roald dahl

Remember that the opening of a story is the HOOK.
It must immediately interest the reader so that they
want to know what happens. Here is a saying which
illustrates the point: Start the story when the kettle is
boiling and not when you’re ﬁlling it at the tap.

jk rowling

www.gransgang.com
Ideas are everything for a story writer. Try looking at
the ordinary things in life and then wondering ‘what
if’. For my book Gran’s Gang the ‘what if’ came
through observing a group of teenagers one day and
saying ‘what if Grandmother’s behaved like them’.

6% 6PDUW%OLQGV 6KXWWHUV/WG
3HUIHFWLRQE\'HVLJQ

79V+XQJRQ\RXUZDOOIRU\RX$OVRVXSSOLHG WXQHG
([WUD793RLQWV)RUDHULDODQG6N\ ,Q+'
6N\79$OVR)RUHLJQ/DQJXDJH79

&DOO+HQOH\RQ7KDPHV

Family run business that cares
All made to your exact needs

Fantastic range of samples
Free quotation & fitting

:K\DUHZHVRGLIIHUHQW"%HFDXVHZHORYHZKDWZHGR
^ŚŽǁƌŽŽŵ͗ϭϭϴ,ĞŶůĞǇZŽĂĚ͕ĂǀĞƌƐŚĂŵ͕Z'ϰϲ,

$SDUWRI

ϬϭϭϴϵϱϬϵϰϰϵ

ǁǁǁ͘ƐŵĂƌƚďůŝŶĚƐ͘ŽƌŐ

adrian townsend
stephanie baudet

Gran’s Gang

225032

3RRU5HFHSWLRQ6ROYHG$HULDOVUHSDLUHG VXSSOLHG

Can you
spot any
author that
you know?

Where Horses Have Wings, The One That
Got Away

Adrian Townsend

Tel: 0118 9724097
Mob: 07800 914 880
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tInstallation tMaintenance tService tRepair
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade &
adaptations, power ﬂush.
Hot water cylinder replacement.
All plumbing work undertaken.
Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied.
tNo call out charge tFree estimates tFully insured



michael morpurgo

)DPLO\+DLUGUHVVLQJ
DQ\DJH DQ\VW\OH

enid blyton
cathy cassidy






͙͘͘ĂŶĚĂůůŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵĨŽƌƚŽĨǇŽƵƌ
ŽǁŶŚŽŵĞ͙͙

jacqueline wilson



ZŝŶŐDĂƵƌĞĞŶŽŶ

ϬϭϭϴϵϳϮϭϬϳϰ

Write, Write, Write!
Write, Write, Write! is a competition to get you writing stories. If it’s
brilliant, which it will be, I’ll publish it in the upcoming issues. No more
than 200 words please. It’s open to anyone from 3 to 16 years old,
and can be on any subject you like. The competition will be ongoing throughout the year but the deadline for the next issue is
18 February 2013.
8

9

noticeboard

Sonning Co
m
Pre-school mon

n Pre-sch

1M
Sonn
Friday
hurch,
C
g
in
t the K
on.
at Chris
Comm
u
and yo
anger
tr
s
e
a
th
s
d by
: “I wa
repare
p
Theme
,
”
e
ed m
e.
welcom men of Franc
ice.
wo
the serv
r
e
ft
a
ments
e.
Refresh
welcom
All are
MITTEE.
AL COM
C
O
L
,
RIXON
SHIRLEY

ing to ded!!
m
o
c
y
nee .15am
s
e
Fanc
c
i
1
vo
5–1
e
l
4
at
.
a
9
s
m
d ch
g

n
in
fee a
morn
f
o
y
c
a
/
Frid
tea
48
d by
72 12
e
ll
9
w
8
o
l
1
1
e Ha
0
Fol
g
a
e
l
l
i
n
Pho
he V
e to t
m
o
tc
or jus

Have y

our

say
FEBRU
ARY 20
13

Telephone

MARC
H 2013

1 Mar
ch
HEALTH
CENTR
E, SON
16:00NING C
16:30
OMMO
N
25 Ma
rch
ONE ST
OP, SO
NNING
10:00COMM
10:30
ON

10

Nat

iona

l Lib

Satu

at S

onn

rday

ing

rar y

9 Fe

Day

Com bruar
y
mon
10a
Libra
Stor
m
ry
Hom ytime &
em
a
c
tiviti
ade
e
cak
es, d s
rinks

01

ge of useful local
ides a forum for the free exchan
Prov
* rmation relating to Henley and surrounding villages
info
r to share their
women aged 18 years and ove
* Forwle
about local
dge and personal experiences
kno
rmation
info
ful
services, businesses and use
anted items and
nthly forum for free sales of unw
Mo
*
promotion of local businesses.
groups/hcchicks
m/g
To join visit: www.facebook.co

meetin

6 Febr
uary
HEALTH
CENTR
E, SON
10:00NING C
10:30
OMMO
N
21 Feb
ruary
ONE ST
OP, SO
NNING
16:00COMM
16:30
ON

magazine

A
SUNDAY 28

SHOPPING A
ND PAMPER
EVENING
WEDNESDAY
20 MARCH
SONNING COM
MON PRIMARY
MAIN HALL
7.30pm to 9.30
pm
Variety of stalls
and pamper tre
atments availabl
Monies raised
e
will be for resour
ce
s and equipmen
info@sonningc
t
ommonpreschoo
l.co.uk

Henley ’s Chatty Chicks

ire us –
w
k
a
t
join
Not

Peppard

Day
n
e
p
O
b
u
l
Bowls C
PRIL 2PM

Ne xt Fundr
aising Even
t

rld Day
o
W
s
’
Women er Ser vice
of Pray arch 2-3 pm ing

sonningcommon

gs

rd War
r of Peppa
a
re
t
a
n
e
oad,
Gre
llowstree R
a
G
ll
a
H
l
a
Memori
G9 5JA
Peppard R
s and
soled shoe
ta
ﬂ
r
u
o
y
Bring
give it a try
se phone
ation plea
rm
fo
in
re
For mo

301
0118 972 1

Fun p
acke
d ac
tiviti
2 Ap
ril to es this Eas
5 Ap
ter.
8 Ap
Cont
ril
ri
a
theho ct Susan l to 12 Ap
B
liday
r
club@ ulpitt on 0 il
118 9
chilte
7
rned
ge.o 2 1500
xon.s
ch.uk

Rainbow C
hildren’s C
entre
For chil
dren fr

om 0-5 ye
Messy play,
ars
stories, sing
ing, role pla
y, sand and
Inside and
water play
outside fac
Come with
ilities
y
o
u
r
child to en
Information
joy activitie
on health a
s
nd econom
Talk to our
ic well-bein
friendly tea
g
m or to sha
re your exp
ertise.
We are kee
n to recruit
volunteers
Contact 01
18 972 402
www.rainb
4.
owchildren
scentre.co
.uk

South C
hil
Ensemb tern Choral S
ociety
le Voca
ld
Conduc
tor Gwy e Meylan
n Arch

Haydn

's

THE C
REATI
ON
ing
imary we are celebrat
Pr
on
m
m
Co
g
in
nn
At So
our 100th Birthday!
e you to one of our
We would like to invit
Open Evenings.

with old friends, view
are over 18!), meet up
u
yo
(if
ne
wi
of
ss
e school.
Come and enjoy a gla
and take a tour of th
our children's displays
able to meet former

are
following so that you
te, but we suggest the
s
ue
ag
lle
Please choose any da
co
school friends or
13 from 7 to 9pm
Tuesday 11th June 20
59
19
pre
is
l
oo
13 from 7 to 9pm
th sch
If your association wi
Thursday 13th June 20
1960 to 1979
13 from 7 to 9pm
Tuesday 25th June 20
1980 to 1999
from 7 to 9pm
20
ursday 27th June 13
Th
te
da
to
00
20
are able to attend.
g us know when you
tin
let
ly
rep
ase
ple
If possible
lcoming you.
We look forward to we
en Evening,
RSVP to Centenary Op
n, Reading, RG4 9RJ
mo
Com
g
nin
SCPS, Grove Road, Son
mmon.oxon.sch.uk
-.co
ing
onn
@s
Or email office.2506

2013
March
2
2
y
OL
Frida
At
SCHO

ARY
1
N PRIM
O
M
2002
M
,1*&
G CO
1
IN
1
N
2
N
SO
'6
(52$
ase)
*529
m (ple
7.30p
team
START
RS per
PLAYE s)
IX
S
of up to
2 team
Teams (limited to 2
am

ee
Entry F

r te
£10 pe

to the
will go
g
in
n
e
v
n the e
ol.
e
rplus o of the scho
Avenu
Any su
A
T
P
rchard /7
O
4
2
,

n
*
Curzo
GLQJ5
to Fred PRQ5HD
P
Entries
R

J&

6RQQLQ
7,)8/

*3/(1
,1
.
5
$
%/(3
9$,/$
%$5$

Helen W
inter
~ sopra
Ian Ma
ssa-Ha
no
rris ~
Stephe
tenor
n Svan
holm ~
bass
South C
hiltern
Orches
tra
~ lead
er Ron
Colyer

Sat 27th
April 20
The Co
ncert H 13 at 7.30 pm
all, Bla
grave S
Tickets
treet, R
£15 (U18
eading
s £7)
from N
RG1 1Q
icola W
H
oodma
or via o
n
ur web
0
11
8
9
8
site ~
91606
www.so
u
thchilte

rnchora

Concert
Hall Box
Office
0118 96
0 6060

lsociety
.org.uk
Registe

red Cha
rity

no. 297
583

11

WEE-COT SEATING

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement
Cushions, Chair Caning, French Polishing
& Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH TEL: 0118 972 4560

COLLINS, DRYLAND
& THOROWGOOD LLP
SOLICITORS
12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING

Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied
Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

AVIA

Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office)

Telephone: 01491 572323
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk
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LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.avialandscapes.co.uk

DesiJQDQGBuilG0DiQWHQDQFHBriFkwork
PDtiosDeFking:DterFeDtures,rrigDtion
FHQFing3ODQW6upply.
T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk

HEIGHTS
Tree Care

 All Aspects of Tree Work
 Hedge Cutting
 Private and Commercial
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100 years

of the Oxford Cowley Automotive Plant
1913-2013
By COLIN REYNOLDS

It seems amazing that over
the years I have crossed
paths many times with the
historic Morris car company
- founded 100 years ago - so
it is only right that I take
time to record and share
these memories.
Firstly my dad had a job at Pressed Steel
Fisher, who made chassis and bodies for
most of the car manufacturers. William
Morris acquired this company, based near
Fort Dunlop, Birmingham, in the 1950s.
Way back in 1927 Morris had bought
outright the Wolseley Motor Company in
Drews Lane, Birmingham. One of my ﬁrst
jobs was as a 16 year old delivery boy for
the Co-operative Society and my usual
destination, Drews Lane.
The place had a special buzz. Every day,
except Sunday, the ﬁrst delivery of freshlybaked bread was to the café. Many of the
cafe customers were workers from the car
factory. Those who couldn’t leave the works
would dangle a basket with a note and the
money for daily sandwiches.

12

drive the new Mini van. The link with William
Morris resurfaced as my ﬁrst job was to
drive from Birmingham to the Cowley works
to collect urgent parts.
I can recall a conversation with an older,
more experienced work colleague around
1965. It was his belief that, in future, all
cars would be made by just two or three
manufacturers with badges for different
models. Fifty years down the line and it has
happened!!
Some years later I ventured into the Austin
Longbridge Birmingham works to visit a
contractor within the works. At that time
Longbridge produced the Rover 200 and
400 series cars. I was also shown the last
virtually hand-made original two-door Mini
being produced, which was badged as
part of a special series.

to receive a personal invitation to a private
visit of Lord Nufﬁeld’s former home, Nufﬁeld
Place, which is just a few hundred yards
from Huntercombe Prison where I have
been working these last 10 years.
The National Trust re-opened this visitor
attraction. The house is much the same
as it was when Lord Nufﬁeld died in 1963
- an Aladdin’s cave for the automobile
enthusiast coupled with sparse living
accommodation, surprising when you
consider Lord Nufﬁeld would have been a
billionaire by today’s standards.
With my working life having revolved
around William Morris, I couldn’t have
envisaged that my last link with the
company would be to stand in Lord
Nufﬁeld’s bedroom looking at the work
station
o where he used to repair watches. Q

The success of the New Mini works, formally
Morris Cowley, and now owned by the
German BMW group, proves that fortune
can come around again. But NOW its
production is so much better for people
and the environment.

My next job was with a car dealership and
repair garage and my introduction to the
motor trade. I remained in the industry for
40 years.

Had Lord Nufﬁeld been with us today I
am sure he would have been the ﬁrst to
congratulate BMW for the investment and
the systems which produce four times the
units compared with the ‘glory years’ of
the 50s and 60s and with a quarter of the
original factory site and staff.

Initially employed as a parts store man, I
asked to take driving lessons so that I could

To conclude my life-long association with
William Morris, early last year I was fortunate

13
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William Morris
Lord Nufﬁeld
Proﬁle of a man who brought motoring
to the masses

There was no collection of cars on his
drive – he drove a Wolseley, a gift from
his work force. In 1938 he was the target
of an armed kidnap attempt at the
Cowley factory. A contemporary news
report noted that the unﬂappable peer
“seemed quite composed and made
very little of the affair”.
William’s membership of a cycle
club led to his meeting with Elizabeth
Maud Anstey (Lizzie), a seamstress at
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William Morris

William was so much more than a
successful industrialist and philanthropist;
he was also a very caring person. “He
comes to the hospital; he takes an
interest in everybody and everything
in it … a very real assistance and
encouragement to us all at Guy’s. This is
what makes him such a friend to us all.”

A man who was not interested in life’s
luxuries and despite his enormous wealth
his lifestyle was very modest. His humble
beginnings may have been the reason
he was very careful with his money.
For example, his bedroom ﬂoor was
carpeted with cut offs from the Morris
car factory and what appears to be a
wardrobe in his room, when opened,
reveals a treasure trove of tools, including
stick-a-soles to repair his shoes rather
than buy new ones.

1877
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Debenhams and their later marriage on
9 April 1903. Her diary reveals some of
her interests and personality. As a careful
manager of the household, she was
ﬁrm with the servants and kept detailed
accounts. She had an active social life
visiting friends/relatives and welcomed
them to Nufﬁeld Place. Jam making and
bottling, gardening walking and cycling
(even at 66) were among her hobbies
and she enjoyed theatre, shopping and
touring Europe. She loved watching
tennis, attending Wimbledon and was
always seen at Henley Regatta. Lizzie
and William did not have children, so
their home was left to Nufﬁeld College
and it was subsequently purchased by
the National Trust. Joanna Gamester
House Steward, who has looked after
the house since the 1970’s said “I
was absolutely delighted when this
happened because it secured the future
of the house”.

29 March 2013 is the 100th anniversary
of the ﬁrst Morris car
There will be special celebrations at
Nufﬁeld Place this year, so it is just
the time to arrange a visit! The house
was opened to the public in 2012.
The Morris’s bought the house in 1933
and had it extensively altered and
extended, installing central heating
and modernising the bathrooms. It was
furnished in the tastes of the time with
some furniture made especially for them.
The furnishings are little changed, from
the cocktail cabinet and gramophone
in the drawing room to the dining table
laid with china and glass. William was
a dedicated smoker and there are
fascinating bits of paraphernalia, from
a pull match stand, an ashtray full of
cigarettes to sheet music entitled ‘Songs
for Smokers’. The garden was beloved
by both, William and Lizzie, and many
happy hours were spent ‘pottering’ in
old clothes. One day a passing motorist

asked what sort of a man was Lord
Nufﬁeld, to which William replied “Oh, he
is not so bad when you get to know him”.
Lord Nufﬁeld’s home and life is summed
up by Richard Henderson National
Trust general manager “Despite Lord
Nufﬁeld’s extraordinary philanthropy and
achievements, he remains relatively
unknown. His home is a wonderful time
capsule without any of the ‘show’ of a
multi-millionaire and reveals so much
about the man who changed many
people’s lives for the better”. Q
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nufﬁeldplace
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“What I have done others
can do. If they don’t they will
regret it when they die. I just
want to pass out feeling I’ve
done my best for mankind”.

(1944 chairman of Guy’s hospital).

40
0

This article gives a glimpse into the
lifestyle of one of Britain’s greatest
philanthropist. As his fortune grew he
dispersed £30 million, approximately
£700m in today’s money. He created
the Nufﬁeld Foundation, Nufﬁeld
College Oxford and his name lives
on in the healthcare charity Nufﬁeld
Health. “It is to me an act of love”
he said when he donated money to
orthopaedics. Hearing that hospitals
throughout the Commonwealth were
struggling to cope with the polio
epidemic he ordered the manufacture
of 5,000 iron lungs at his car factory
and distributed them free of charge.

By DIANA PEARMAN

1919

1925

1933

1934

1939

1943

1945

1952

1963

15

wood lane dentistry
Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc
Richard McQuillan BDS
s Your local family friendly practice
s Routine general dentistry
s Affordable dental plans with Denplan
s Children seen on the NHS
s Tooth whitening
s Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
s Ample free parking
Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available

HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES …
Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk
Telephone 0118 9722626

CARPET FITTER

MICHAEL HODGSON
TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

PODIATRY CLINIC
Professional treatment & advice for your feet

Contact

Heidi Snookes-Owen
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST
B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S.
HPC REGISTERED

0118 972 4742

Loose Covers
Curtains
Re-upholstery
Carpets

s
s
s
s

Conservatory Blinds
Quilted Bedspreads
Tracks & Poles
Plantation Shutters

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please telephone

01844 261 769
07802 213 381

www.grahamblake.com

Carol Viney
After more than two
decades as Sonning
Common’s “problem
solver”, councillor Carol
Viney is to step down
from the county council
in May.

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

s
s
s
s

AN INTERVIEW WITH…

By ROS VARNES

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches
Measuring, Estimating & Planning
Carpets ´ Vinyl ´ Amtico ´ Kamdean

Graham
Blake
soft furnishing

Years of selﬂess contribution, representing our community
and safeguarding our interests…

Carol has served as a Conservative county
councillor for the Sonning Common ward for
12 years. Prior to that, she was a member of
Sonning Common Parish Council, from 1991 to
1999, chairing the committee from 1996.
Although she and her husband Michael now
live in Stoke Row, they raised their son and two
daughters in the village. Three generations
of the family were educated at Sonning
Common Primary School and Carol also
attended Chiltern Edge School.
Carol, 67, was in a reﬂective mood when we
met to discuss her life-long association with the
village and her time as a local representative.

It was hoped this would mean a safe and
secure future for the library as a joint school/
community facility.

ﬁve shared equity homes, in partnership with

And although she is delighted that after a
successful local campaign the library will
remain open, she believes Sonning Common
should have received a larger slice of the
county council’s budget for professional staff.

‘in perpetuity’ for local people so that only

Club SC, the village’s youth club based at
Chiltern Edge School, is another of Carol’s
principal causes. As a member of the club’s
management committee, she has been
successful in ﬁnding some ﬁnancial support
from within the local community to keep
the youth club open, in the face of local
government cuts.

self-service and political ambition, but by a

During her years as a councillor, Carol has
helped to shape the development of the
village. One of the projects she is most proud
of is Farm Close, at the end of Ashford Avenue,
off Reades Lane.

“Sonning Common is a unique place which

Farm Close was developed around 1998 to
provide 10 low-cost homes for rent and

Sonning Common is at the centre of

a housing association. A stipulation in the
contract means that these homes will be held
individuals born in the village or those with
strong, local connections can live there.
When speaking with Carol there is a strong
sense that she has been motivated, not by
simple loyalty to her community.
Now that the electoral boundaries are being
redrawn and the Sonning Common ward
is to grow, Carol hopes that the new, local
representative elected in May will retain their
focus on Sonning Common.

serves lots of villages like Kidmore End,
Gallowstree Common, Greys, Peppard and
Highmoor,” she said. “I hope that whoever
becomes county councillor will see that
everything.” Q

She said: “I am a Sonning Common person.
I was born and brought up here and have a
strong sense of loyalty to the village.
“I am known among my family and friends
as a problem solver. I got involved with local
politics because I like solving problems and
sorting out things for people.”
She has certainly risen to the challenge of
trying to protect village services on a number
of occasions previously.
Carol was chair of the Parish Council when the
village library was ﬁrst threatened with closure
and during the second, more recent attempt
to close it, Carol campaigned for a fair deal
for Sonning Common.
She was a founder member of the original
Friends of Sonning Common Library group
and was partially behind the move to house
the village library within the primary school.

Carol Viney, county councillor for Sonning Common, outside
Farm Close, one of the projects of which she is most proud.

Established Family Business
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So Pat, what’s your daily routine at
Abbeycrest?
Breakfast! Most important meal! Then we
have time between then and lunch to do
whatever we like, but they do have activities
for an hour in the morning, and then an hour
in the afternoon.

What kind of activities are there?
Gentle exercise, playing word games, bingo,
and skittles… things to keep your mind lively
really. They hand out a leaﬂet that changes
every week of the activities for each day.
There’s a great activity they do called “the
memory box” where they bring out a big
suitcase full of different things from a certain
time and we have the chance to reminisce,
talk and share the stories we’re reminded of,
by the objects we choose from the suitcase.

Life
in a residential home
– what is it really like?
Most of us see Abbeycrest Care home from
the outside when walking our dogs, going for
health walks or driving past. I was given the
opportunity to ﬁnd out what it’s like for the
residents who live there, by being taken on
a tour around the spacious accommodation
Abbeycrest provides. I was impressed by the
communal dining and lounge areas and that
there was even a hairdressers! I went to talk
with Pat Lewis, who has recently moved to
Abbeycrest from the village.

Does the location of the care home
fulﬁl the need for you and the other
residents to be part of the community?
Well at the moment, I don’t feel a great part
of the community. I’ve been here just over 3
months and we haven’t spent a lot of time
in the village, even though I have a house
there, apart from Christmas. We went to see
the children at the Sonning Common Primary
School and then they came here.

What suggestions would you make
to encourage people to visit and get
involved in Abbycrest?
I’m not sure they would come and take part
in all the activities we have at the moment
but I suppose they could have bingo
sessions, but it would have to be discussed.

Do the residents at Abbeycrest have
trips out often?

Is there freedom with you and the other
residents to do whatever you wish?
Oh yes, as long as we have a carer with us
when we go out, just in case. We can go
wherever we like, though the weather hasn’t
been too nice, mostly rain!

Do you feel safe at Abbeycrest and do
they look after you well?
I feel safe here; in fact what I tell people
these days is that I don’t want to go home!
I’m happy here. It is home, I went to my
daughters’ at Christmas and at the end of
Christmas day I asked her could you take me
home now. It just came out automatically.

How long have you been here?
Since 18 October so I’ve been here nearly
three months and I’ve decided to stay. They
give you a trial period to see if you like the
home and I shall be bringing in some of
my pictures and furniture in to make it more
homely.

Does it feel like a community here at
Abbeycrest?
Yes, well it’s a family really, we call all the
nurses and carers by their ﬁrst names and
I’ve made some good friends here. All my
friends and family say “it’s like a 4 star hotel!”
and it doesn’t feel like a care home. I like my
room very much.

*,5/32:(5
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We went to Woodley just before Christmas to
do a bit of Christmas shopping, and some
went into Reading to do theirs. I didn’t do
that because my daughter had done all my
shopping for me! I sometimes go for walks
up and round the millennium ﬁeld, which is a
nice short walk as most of the residents can’t
do long walks.

How’s the food!?
Ha, well that depends on the cook! They
have three courses with a choice of starter
and main and they do the usual Christmas
roast which the residents and their families
are invited to.

What do you think peoples perceptions
are of this place?
I’m not sure. Personally I was apprehensive
myself when I ﬁrst came, but it’s because
you don’t see what goes on. Everyone is so
nice and helpful, I think there should be more
interaction with the local community.

Are pets allowed in the building?
Yes, in fact people bring their pets, dogs
mostly to the home quite often, I don’t think
they would be allowed to stay here, but for
those residents who might have had to leave
a pet behind it’s good that they are free to
visit and interact with them.
(There’s a knock at the door)
….Ah and this is what I really like!
(A staff member enters with a full tray of
refreshments, cakes and biscuits! We tuck in
for a few minutes, ..yum!)

Do you have Physiotherapists come in?
They can come in if you like, and opticians
and other medical help should you need it.
And ﬁnally, what words would you use to
describe the atmosphere at Abbycrest?
Homely, friendly and relaxing, my friends and
family have said they’ve never seen me as
relaxed as I am when I am here, it’s done
me good. Q

By HANNAH RICE

&ĞĚƵƉǁŝƚŚůŝŵĞƐĐĂůĞ͍
A Water Softener
would be your solution


Compass Water Softeners
SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
0118 972 3773

0118 941 0869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk
(PDLOPDUWLQ#FRPSDVVZDWHUVRIWHQHUVFRXN
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Sonning Common
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS…

DOG

Douglas Kedge Chairman of the Parish Council writes:
Your Parish Council is taking a page in each edition of this magazine to
keep residents informed of our current activities and those that we are
planning. We welcome ideas and suggestions from you by letter, phone or
email or at our monthly meetings.
Residents frequently tell me that the appearance and the spirit of the village have
lifted over the last two years. I believe the Parish Council has played a direct part in
this improvement together with the huge efforts of volunteer groups such as the Village
Gardeners, the Neighbourhood Development Plan contributors, the Snow Plan team
and Nottakwire. They add to the remarkable contributions made by the many long
established village societies, organisations and groups.
We congratulate Sonning Common Primary School on reaching its centenary this
January with thanks for its long contribution to village life. Q

Planning Committee News from its
Chairman Barrie Greenwood.

“ YES
, WE

CAN
”

This committee of the Parish Council has the delegated
power to respond to planning applications made to South
Oxfordshire District Council. We do not have the power to
determine those planning applications.
We meet twice monthly and in 2012 have considered 61
applications. In every case we listen to local views and
consider SODC’s planning policies before we recommend
to them that they should either approve or refuse each
application. In a few cases we decide that we hold no
strong views either way.
We also sponsor the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

Finance Committee News from its
Chairman John Stoves.
We meet in public every month to scrutinise how all Parish
Council funds are used and use our delegated powers to
approve all payments.

20

Tom Fort

A GUIDE TO THE PARISH
“SNOW PLAN”
The plan targets the core pavements
of the village centre and the primary
school area by pre-salting and
gritting before snow arrives.
Using three hand pushed gritters a
team of eight volunteers can cover
the area in about 90 minutes, using
300Kgs of dry salt/grit mix.
Once snow lands the full team uses
shovels and brooms to clear the salted
areas and re-salts if required. For larger
areas they have a mini snowplough to
take the strain, but only if cars are not
parked on the pavements!

We also consider requests for grants or donations and may
approve them up to £250 if we think they will beneﬁt our
residents. If a larger grant seems appropriate, such as our
annual £4,500 contribution to running the Youth Club, we
will recommend it to the full council for consideration.

Shop and domestic houses are
expected to clear their own access
or pavement frontages. Our “YES, WE
CAN” motto will make the village safer
for all.

We review the annual budget and recommend the
precept amount to full council. There is a separate insert
in this edition on that topic.

GRITTING ALERTS AND LIVE LOCAL
WEATHER WEBSITES:
www.sonningcommonweb.co.uk/
snow%20plan/

This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition

A while ago I incurred the
displeasure of a reader of this
magazine by referring to myself
as not being a Tesco person. She
charged me with being a Tesco
snob, which is true I suppose,
though I’m afraid I can’t feel that
bad about it.

all the way along the drive past our house

This time last year I would have said I wasn’t
a dog person either. My two girls were
endlessly on at me – as children do – about
getting one, but I wasn’t keen. I had bad
memories of Jack, the dog I got for my ﬁrst
batch of offspring.

Burghﬁeld, he got into a ﬁeld of cattle. They

Jack was a Keeshond or Dutch Barge Dog,
medium-sized, very ﬂuffy, very keen on
barking. He used to bark at the postman

trapped in the brambles. God knows what

to the next house, and all the way back,
dashing up and down with such energy
that over time he wore a trench along
the fence.
Taking Jack for a walk was trying. On the
lead he pulled your arm off. Off the lead
he chased anything that moved. On one
horrible occasion, walking in the ﬁelds near
scattered as he raced around, barking
his head off; then he focussed on one
which eventually escaped by leaping
over a sizeable hedge. Jack arrowed into
the hedge like a missile and became

The Jack experience put me offf dogs for
fo
life, I thought. Yet now we have a dog,
Meg, a Lancashire Heeler (bred to nip
the heels of cattle in Lancashire, if you’re
interested). She is small, dinky, pretty well
behaved except when she gets on the
table and eats the butter. My girls adore
her, and I – well, even I think she’s quite
sweet.

happened to the cow, or what the farmer

Thus I have become a dog person, sort of.
So maybe one day I will be a Tesco person.

must have thought.

Who can tell what the future holds? Q

letter

Another hugely successful
concert by Nottakwire
We would like to record here our huge
thanks to Nottakwire members for
their fantastic dedication and hard
work in performing two very enjoyable
concerts in the Village Hall on 8
December. Both audiences expressed
their pleasure in those performances
and we all thoroughly enjoyed a
wonderful Christmas celebratory
day together. We’d like to express
particular thanks to our wonderful
support teams - our stewards, Colin
Porteous, David Mew and Mike
Grinsted ; our refreshment team -

Jill Grinsted, Beverly Ing; Beverley
Luther and Anne Wiseman ; to new
recruits Jill Greenwood and Sheila
Walker; to Jason Moola who travels
from London to ﬁlm for us, edits and
produces our DVD’s and to Peter
Rickards - our “ofﬁcial” photographer.
Elaine and I are very grateful to have
such loyal, enthusiastic and supportive
audiences and a special thank you is
due to you all for coming to hear us
sing. We hope interest and support will
remain with us in the New Year.

If anyone is interested in purchasing
a copy of our (professionally
produced) DVD, which will be ready
sometime in the Spring of 2013,
please let us know. Sale of our DVD’s
not only supports our own funds but
allows us to release more money to
community groups.
With our thanks once again and good
wishes to you all,
Yours sincerely,
MARGARET MOOLA AND ELAINE WILLIAMS.
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Sonning Common Vauxhall
with local, helpfull service since 1960
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Serving ourselves at
the library

MOT TES
TING

Sonning Common Library is due to receive two new kiosks for
customers to issue and return books on Tuesday 12 February.

SERVICE & REPAIRS (All
( makes & models)

The library will be closed on the 12th for the intallation but will re-open
as normal on Wednesday 13 February.

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING (service & repairs)

LOCAL COMPETIT
IVE TYRE CENTR
E

At the kiosks customers can issue and return books, pay ﬁnes, do
renewals and examine their accounts.

ECKS
E HEALTH CH
FREE VEHICL

After the installation Sonning Common library staff and additional
support staff will be on hand to help customers get used to using
the kiosks.

MasterFit Servicing
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

0118 972 2021
Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm • Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm • Sun CLOSED

£10.00OFF

your next MoT on production of this voucher



SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

BOOK REVIEW
I have just read a cool book called “The
Brilliant World of Tom Gates” by L Pinchon.
It’s really funny with brilliant drawings. Tom Gates
is about 10 and he writes a diary. He really likes
a girl who is very clever. Her name is Amy Porter
and he invites her to a pop concert.

This cost is being met solely by
contributions from housing developers,
as part of the overall improvement of
the county’s infrastructure.

He has a seriously weird granny who makes him
food like a pizza in the shape of his face wih
the mouth made out of a banana. She makes
him his tea one day which consists of a lemon,
cucumber juice and lavender biscuits. Tom
can’t spell so he splats ink all over his work so
that he doesn’t have to do a test .He has a very
annoying sister called Delia and he can never
tell what the she is thinking because she has the
same face whether she is happy or sad.

According to the county council, the
self-service kiosks have been well
received by customers at other
libraries. At Benson Library, which
received its machine last September,
90 per cent of its transactions are
now being done via self-service.

Reading is not my favourite
thing. I prefer to play hockey
and football in the winter and
cricket and golf in the summer
but there are 4 books in this
series and I am deﬁnitely
going to read them all.

RIGHT: Two self-service kiosks like
this one will be installed.

LOUIS JOHNSON Aged 9
Kidmore End School

Oxfordshire County Council is installing self-service machines across
io of the library service.
all of its libraries as part of the modernisation

from a dealer established for over 50 years!
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The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING
Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

WƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ

ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚŝĂůΘ WƌŽďĂƚĞsĂůƵĂƚŝŽŶƐ
ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚΘWůĂŶŶŝŶŐĚǀŝĐĞ
EĞǁ,ŽŵĞƐ&ŝŶĂŶĐŝĂůĚǀŝĐĞ
WĞƌƐŽŶĂůĂŶĚƉƌŽĨĞƐƐŝŽŶĂůƐĞƌǀŝĐĞǁŝƚŚ
ŝŶĚĞƉƚŚůŽĐĂůŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ

ĞǀŝůůĞŶĞƌŐǇƐƐĞƐƐŽƌƐ

BOOK
REVIEW
MY ANIMALS AND
OTHER FAMILY
BY CLARE BALDING

Every so often I like to read an autobiography and
following Clare Balding’s success at the Olympics
and Paralympics, I felt her story would be interesting
and relevant.
I knew it was going to be a good book when I found out I was 17th on the waiting
list for it at the library but her honest, frank and funny tales of her childhood were
refreshing and, quite frankly, a complete joy to read.

ƌĞǇŽƵůŽŽŬŝŶŐƚŽƐĂǀĞŵŽŶĞǇŽŶǇŽƵƌŚĞĂƚŝŶŐďŝůůƐ͍

The stories follow Clare from her birth until her late teens and each chapter is

>ŽŽŬŝŶŐƚŽŝŶƐƚĂůůWsŽƌƐŽůĂƌƉĂŶĞůƐ͍

named after an animal that has played a part in her life. Whether you are an

ŽǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶĞǁŶĞƌŐǇWĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞĞƌƚŝĨŝĐĂƚĞ͍

animal lover (especially horses) or not, you will thoroughly enjoy what she has to say

ŽǇŽƵǁĂŶƚƚŽďĞŶĞĨŝƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ͛ƐŶĞǁ
'ƌĞĞŶĞĂů͍

and the way in which she says it. You will laugh out loud at some of her exploits.

tĞŚĂǀĞĐĂƌƌŝĞĚŽƵƚƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐŽĨůŽĐĂůƌĞƉŽƌƚƐ͘
WůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚZŝĐŚĂƌĚĞǀŝůůĞĨŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͘

From her relationship with her father, to her time at school and her horse racing

ǁǁǁ͘ďĞǀŝůůĞĞƉĐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

success, this book sheds a favourable light on one of our most popular TV presenters.
This is a lovely book to read by the ﬁre on these cold January nights. I just hope
that the waiting list has gone down a bit! Q

ϬϭϭϴϵϮϰϮϱϮϲŝŶĨŽΛďĞǀŝůůĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ϮϴWĞƉƉĂƌĚZŽĂĚ͕^ŽŶŶŝŶŐŽŵŵŽŶ͕^ŽƵƚŚKǆĨŽƌĚƐŚŝƌĞ͕Z'ϰϵ^h

By PHILLIPPA TAPHOUSE

ǁǁǁ͘ďĞǀŝůůĞ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
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WĞƌĨĞĐƚĨŽƌůŽĐĂůďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ
ĂŶĚƚƌĂĚĞƐŵĞŶ
Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org

PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES
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For more information, contact

T e l: ( 0 1 4 9 1 ) 5 7 3 3 7 0

T e l: ( 0 1 4 9 1 ) 5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES
RG9 1AG

£40 John Lewis Voucher
or
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care
with each plan taken out on production of this advert

HENNELL VEHICLE
SERVICES

WƌŝĐĞƐĨƌŽŵũƵƐƚάϮϱƉĞƌŝƐƐƵĞ
ĨŽƌĂŶĂĚǀĞƌƚƚŚŝƐƐŝǌĞ

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years
We have old fashioned friendly Service
:HFDQ¶WVWRFNHYHU\WKLQJbut we can get most things
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00

You may be surprised
we now stock

COME AND SEE US !!

43a Wood Lane
Sonning Common RG4 9SJ

0118 9723495
Email

A Family Owned Funeral Service

EST 1998

ĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚƚŽϭ͕ϴϱϬĂĚĚƌĞƐƐĞƐ

We Stock Products for
9 Animal Well Being
9 Wild Birds
9 Ponds
9 Farm Animals
9 Domestic Animals
9 Wild life
9 Toys and Beds

TOMALIN & SON
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

Advertise in the

We stock all types of
9 Animal Feed
9 Frozen Meat
9 Farm Feeds

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk

Open......Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat)
9am to 4pm Weds
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

Also We Sell
MEMBERSHIP for
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD
ANGLING CLUB

G

MOT TESTING

G

SERVICING & REPAIRS

G

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS

G

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING

G

LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOK YOUR MOT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk
Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 4QG
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For a FREE market appraisal
of your property, for sale or to let
please contact Davis Tate, Sonning Common.

Church news
As usual, there was much activity
around Christmas and its many
services. Flowers, cribs and other
seasonal decorations welcomed
large congregations to all
services.

Mothering Sunday 10 March 9.30am at
Christ the King or 11am at St John’s

THE WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Good Friday 29 March begins 9.30am
Christ the King or 11am St John’s

Groups of Christian churches get together
each year throughout the world for a
one hour service prepared by women of
different countries. Sonning Common is in
the Peppard and District group.

Easter Day 31 March 9.30am at Christ the
King or 11am at St John’s.

There was a slightly different ﬂavour at
the Christ the King Christingle this year, as
it had been decided to use glow sticks
instead of the traditional candles; popular
with children who were able to hold them
longer but not quite as romantic as the
original candles. However church candles
and a line of tea lights welcomed us into
the service. Many thanks to everyone,
who donated £145 to the Children’s
Society (collected by Joan Lamprell).
The Churches in Reading Drop in
Centre (CIRDIC) received very generous
donations this year from congregations of
the churches in the form of clothing and
food. This very worthwhile organisation
(comprised largely of volunteers) provides
food and daytime shelter for homeless
and poor and is centred at St Saviour’s
Church in Reading. They are always
grateful for donations and can be
contacted on: enquiries@cirdic.org.uk

Easter services
Ash Wednesday 13 February All Saints
Church Peppard 8pm
Watch out for details of Lent courses
which will run as usual.
Women’s World Day of Prayer Friday 1
March Christ the King Church 2pm
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Call 0118 972 4242 or email
sonning@davistate.com

Friday 1 March 2013 - All are invited

Participating churches:
Stoke Row Chapel, Springwater
Congregation Church, Christ the King, St
John the Baptist and All Saints’ CE Churches
and St Michael’s Catholic Church.

On behalf of all churches in
Sonning Common and Peppard
we’d like to wish you all a very
happy new year!

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS,
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD

Services on Good Friday and
Easter Day
Good Friday 29 March
10am
Morning Prayer and Litany
2pm
Devotional Hour
Easter Day 31 March
Holy Communion
9am
10.30am Sung Eucharist
6.30pm
Festal Evensong

This year it is the turn of Christ the King
CE Church, Sedgewell Road, Sonning
Common, to host the local service on
Friday 1 March from 2-3 pm. The women
of France have prepared the service and
their theme is “I was a stranger and you
welcomed me”. Over 3 million people
world wide will be praying and worshipping
together during the day, beginning when
the ﬁrst service is held in the Queen Salote
Girls’ School in Tonga and continuing
around the world until the ﬁnal service,
some 35 hours later. By then the day
will have been celebrated in over 170
countries and more than 6,000 services will
have been held in the British Isles alone.
Although organised by women, this is
essentially a day of prayer for everybody,
demonstrating our solidarity with our sisters
and brothers in other countries and all are
welcome to attend.
Do come along and join us. Refreshments
will be available after the ceremony. Q
Shirley Rixon, Secretary, Peppard and
District WWDP Committee.

Julie Norman

Jo Bailey

MNAEA MARLA
MANAGER

SALES & LETTINGS
NEGOTIATOR




    
      
   
  
     
     
 

   







SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating - inside and out
Paper Hanging
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal
Plumbing - leaking taps etc.
Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design
Hedge Cutting & Planting

WĂƐƐŽŶǇŽƵƌdKKůŝƐƚ
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February
y 2013
FRIDAY 1

Notts group - Village Hall

10am - 12 noon

MONDAY 4

FISH - Garden Centre Visit

1.30pm

WEDNESDAY 6

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - Health Centre, Sonning Common

10 - 10.30am

FRIDAY 8

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

9.45 - 11.15am

SATURDAY 9

National Library Day - story time, activities, home-made cakes
- Sonning Common Library

10am

TUESDAY 12

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Quiz night - Peppard Memorial Hall

7.30pm

FRIDAY 15

Notts group - Village Hall

10am - 12 noon

MONDAY 18

Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

8pm

WEDNESDAY 20

Sonning Common Pre-School - Shopping & Pamper evening
- Sonning Common Primary School

7.30 - 9.30pm

THURSDAY 21

FISH - Pub lunch

11.30am

THURSDAY 21

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - One Stop, Sonning Common

4.00 - 4.30pm

THURSDAY 21

Sonning Common Women’s Institute: Solicitor in Henley
- a talk by Toby Greenwood. Visitors welcome - Village Hall

7.30pm

FRIDAY 22

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

9.45 - 11.15am

March 2013
FRIDAY 1

Notts group - Village Hall

10am - 12 noon

FRIDAY 1

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service: Theme “I was a stranger & you
welcomed me”. Refreshments after service - Christ the King Church

2 - 3pm

FRIDAY 1

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - Health Centre, Sonning Common

4.00 - 4.30pm

MONDAY 4

FISH - Garden Centre Visit

1.30pm

FRIDAY 8

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

9.45 - 11.15am

TUESDAY 12

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - “The secrets of how to beat garden pests”
- Peppard Memorial Hall

7.30pm

WEDNESDAY 13

No Smoking Day - thinking of quitting smoking? For advice on how to stop and
what help is available - Sonning Common Health Centre & Day Lewis Chemist

9am - 5pm

THURSDAY 14

Sonning Common Women’s Institute - AGM - Village Hall

7.30pm

FRIDAY 15

Notts group - Village Hall

10am - 12 noon

MONDAY 18

Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

8pm

THURSDAY 21

FISH - Pub lunch

11.30am

FRIDAY 22

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

9.45 - 11.30am

FRIDAY 22

Annual Village Quiz - Sonning Common Primary School

7.30pm

SATURDAY 23

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Spring Village Garden Show
Chiltern Edge School

2.30 - 4.30pm

MONDAY 25

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - One Stop, Sonning Common

10 - 10.30am
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tŝĚĞƌĂŶŐĞŽĨŚŝŐŚͲƋƵĂůŝƚǇĐĂƌƉĞŶƚƌǇ
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐĚĞůŝǀĞƌĞĚďǇƐŬŝůůĞĚĐƌĂĨƚƐŵĂŶ
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^ƚĂŝƌƐ͕ZŽŽĨŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚŝŽŶ͘


FISH runs regular shopping trips to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986. Q
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Sonning Common Beauty
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3OME REDUCED PRICE TREATMENTS AVAILABLE EACH
WEEK PLEASE RING TO CHECK AVAILABLITY

Sonning Common Health Centre
Wood Lane, Sonning Common,
Reading, RG4 9SW

Back & Neck pain
Muscle / Joint Strains
Ligament Sprain
Sports Injuries
Whiplash Injuries

Shoulder Injuries
Post-Operative Rehabilitation
Pre / Post Natal Exercise
Respiratory Conditions
Lower Limb & Foot Problems

Appointments available every day
Pilates classes throughout the week

T: 01189 722 745
E: info@functionalphysio.co.uk

Jo Pereira MCSP
Catherine Matthews MCSP
Vicky Mynott MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapists

www.functionalphysio.co.uk

The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered
with the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP.

ŽŐŐǇŝƉƐ


,ĞĂůƚŚඵZĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƚŝŽŶඵ&ŝƚŶĞƐƐඵ&ƵŶ


ĂŶŝŶĞ,ǇĚƌŽƚŚĞƌĂƉǇඵ&ƵŶ^ǁŝŵƐඵŽŐŐǇĂǇĂƌĞ


ϬϭϭϴϵϳϮϰϴϰϵ
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ĚŽŐŐǇĚŝƉƐ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

Ridiculously Easy Accounting, Guaranteed!
Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email
and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want
to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make
your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring
excellent service or your money back.
Request a free quote online now at

www.blueredaccountants.co.uk

