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Beville

Beville believe in the Bees!

Beville Estate Agency are delighted to continue our sponsorship of Rotherfield United FC
for the 2026/27 season.

Since its formation in 1973, the club has been at the heart of the local community, providing 922','5826 B@Vl].l wrwb
football opportunities for players of all ages. Today, Rotherfield United boasts 15 youth

teams ranging from U5s to Ul 6s, including young Leo’s team, whose kit we are proud to

sponsor (pictured to the right). The club also fields a Men’s First Team, Development Team,

Women’s Team, Veterans Team and Walking Football Team.

This year marks another major milestone for the club, having been awarded FA 3-Star

Accreditation — the highest level of grassroots football accreditation. Huge credit must go

to chairman Matt Beech, whose dedication and leadership have been instrumental in the

club’s recent success. Matt is also spearheading exciting plans to develop a new 3G artificial

pitch at Bishopswood, which would be a fantastic asset for both the club and the wider

village community.

Beville has a strong personal connection with Rotherfield United. All three of
Richard’s sons started their football journeys at the club, including his eldest son, Joe,
who joined the family business last year. Having progressed through the youth ranks,
Joe and his brothers returned two seasons ago to join the newly formed Men’s Team.
Managed by Ollie Wagstaff, the side brought together a talented group of former
teammates and friends with the ambition of putting Rotherfield back on the
footballing map.

The team’s first season exceeded expectations, winning the TVPL Division 4 title and earning
an impressive triple promotion to Division |. They followed this up with another excellent
campaign, finishing third and narrowly missing out on a second consecutive promotion. The
Development Team, which was started this year, lifted the TVPL Junior Cup at the Rivermoor
Stadium and secured promotion from Division 4, further highlighting the strength and
momentum building throughout the club.

Pop down to Bishopswood on a Saturday afternoon if you want to watch some top quality, competitive
football and get behind your local teams!

28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxon, RG4 9SU

0118924 2526 info@beville.co.uk

www.beville.co.uk
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What a glorious June, weather wise. As | sit here writing this editorial | am thinking,
actually | find the lower temperatures and gentle wind is more comfortable.

The Village day was the highlight of the month. All the people involved were very happy

with it ‘s outcomes. The organising committee members are to be congratulated with its 16 Parish news
success. :

: 1819 TomIn Focus
The content pages of the magazine are very varied, but a number are to be celebrated. 20-21 EcoSoco

Multiple success from the football club, Irenka’s celebration of the refugees who settled )
in SC so long ago, Tom Fort’s last book, Amanda absailing for charity, the work of Eco : 22 SCPSlittle and often
Soco and the parish office. The photos of the inside of the Kidmore End church are 23 20 YBHI'S?I MECE

witness to a lot of hard work.
24 Peppard unplugged/Gardeners
In the last magazine June July , the GET Involved sign was attached to a number of .
. 9 vt . d 26 Library/Health Walks
stories about groups operating in the village. Some are new and others older. | hope you :
visited and found that there are a variety for everyone and you joined. In the next issue 221 Guess the year
of the magazine | hope to have listed some more groups. : 28-29 Amanda ahsailing

30-31 Churchnews
the younger children. Keep an eye open for activities on Memorial Park for the older
ones, especially on the Multi Use games area. There will be notices advertising and can : 32 Puzzle page
be found on the parish website and from KEMH. @ 3 Puzzle answers

Diana and Christine

The six week school holiday looms. The Library has a large number of fun sessions for
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GOOKIE THE DOG

As a family, we love going to village
day as there is something for all of us
to enjoy.

My daughter, Lily had two guesses to
name the cuddly dog. One for her little
brother Zack and one for herself. She
decided that the dog was a "Lily" or a
"Cookie". | had a funny feeling that the
dog would be moving in!

Lily and | came home just before five,
while my husband and son stayed for

some last-minute fun. Then the phone call
arrived. The cuddly dog was called Cookie
and they were moving in!

My husband was given instruction to pick
up the "small cuddly toy" and he arrived
home with a not so small, but extremely
cute cuddly dog.

Cookie has settled in well to our home,
and is loved by the kids. It certainly made
our village day memorable to us. ®

MELISSA

Money raised will be given to the Food Bank

Cookie the Dog was welcomed by attendees who chose a name raffle at the Village Day. There
were 50 possible names listed and many selected. The donations to play raised a lot of money
which was increased by the request for giving on line in the June July issue of the magazine.

The total means that the 41 children on the Food bank list will benefit. As ever the generosity of Saturday, 4th July, 9.30am Summer Reading Challenge Starts - This year the theme is music: “Read to the Beat”
our village residents is always welcomed. Thank you very much it is appreciated. Monday,Bth July, fam Rhymetime
Monday, 20th July, 11am Rhymetime ~ °z
Monday, 20th July, 2pm Bear Hunt Starts i
C E I-E B R ATI N G 1 0 VE ARS Tuesday, 28th July Puppet Theatre Barge presents Monster Soup
Create your own shadow puppet! Ages 4-10

2 sessions: 10am-11.30am and 11.30am-1pm

Rotherfield Utd Walking Football Club

In June 2016 | attended a meeting

at Sonning Common Health Centre
with the Practice manager, Mike Hall
and Andy Tidswell, then Chair of
Rotherfield Utd. The purpose was

to discuss the idea of setting up a
Walking Football Club. At that time
WF was being promoted as a means
to encourage men over 55 to become
more physical active.

We agreed to ‘give it a go’, and Mike
designed a poster for the first session at
Bishopswood Sports Ground with Andy
and myself. From a handful of people at
that initial session, the club has grown
to 90 members (aged from 55-81) and
now offers 90 sessions a year. From the
outset, members helped shape the club’s
development, creating a focus on overall
wellbeing, camaraderie and community
involvement. The club is now open to all,
with voluntary opportunities to play in
leagues and cup competitions.

The club has funded much of its own
development aided by grants, particularly
from SCPC. This helped purchase our
own defibrillator, which is always with us
at sessions. We have recently benefited
from some new kit sponsorship.

A variety of members interest groups
have now formed, such as, Cycling, Padel,
History walks, Golf days, Race Days and
Walking Cricket plus our own Boot Boys
Band.

Our Charity Music Night was initiated by
one of our members, Barry Stevenson,
now Chair. The event has become our
main fundraiser, enabling us to make
significant donations to national and local
charities, in particular cancer charities, the
RBH Cardiac Rehab Unit, and FISH.

Thel0 Year Celebration event held at the
Bottle & Glass was to enable us to reflect
on what has been achieved over 10 years
and to look forward to the next 10! @

For more information contact
wf@rotherfieldfc.com

[AN MASSEY
Founder RUWFC

Saturday, 1st August, 10am
Monday, 3rd August, 11am
Saturday, 8th August, 10am
Saturday, 15th August, 10am
Monday, 17th August, 11am
Saturday, 22nd August, 10am
Saturday, 29th August, 10am
Saturday, 5th September
Monday, 7th September 11am
Saturday, 12th September

Saturday, 12th September, 11am
Saturday, 19th September, 12:30pm

Book your free place at the Library
Special Storytime - musical instruments
Rhymetime

Special Storytime - music and dance

Special Storytime - Carnival of the Animals

Rhymetime

Special Storytime - lullabies and fairy tales
Special Storytime - music around the world

Bear Hunt ends
Rhymetime

Summer Reading Challenge officially ends
Prize draws for Summer Reading Challenge Finishers
Last chance to pick up your final rewards from the Summer Reading Challenge




SC PRESCHOOL

Essential funds needed

It has been a wonderfully busy term
at Pre-school, filled with community
spirit, hard work, and plenty of fun
as we continued raising essential
funds for our charity run setting.
Every penny raised helps us provide
new equipment, enriching activities,
and a nurturing environment for our
children — and this term, our village
truly came together to support us.

We kicked things off with a bustling
car boot sale in the car park. With
twenty-five stalls offering everything
from toys to treasures, plus teas and
coffees selling steadily throughout the
morning, it was a fantastic start to our
fundraising efforts.

Village Day was the following
weekend, where our teddy tombola
drew crowds of excited children
hoping to find a cuddly new friend.

ROTHERFIELD UNITED FC

Our presentation day this year once again coincided with the very
popular Village Day on Sunday 28th June. It was a packed day for us
with players receiving their awards for another successful season in
our 53-year history. Youth teams from our u6s upwards participated
throughout the day, which included some exhibition matches.

The club also ran a stall in the main event area selling Rotherfield United
merchandise, as well as our popular Henley Distillery produced
Rotherfield United Spiced Rum (we have stock remaining so if you
would like to purchase a bottle, please email chair@rotherieldfc.com).

The downpour in the morning was a little unexpected but probably
much needed, and soon cleared into a glorious day.

Well done to all the players, coaches and supporters for another great
season. Thank you also to Sonning Common Parish Council for hosting

a fabulous event. ®

MATT BEECH
Chair, Rotherfield United

We rounded off the term with our
much loved Sports Day. Parents
enjoyed coffee, cake, and the chance
to purchase their child’s artwork — a
sweet and meaningful way to support
Pre-school while celebrating the

children’s creativity and achievements.

As a charity, Pre-school relies

heavily on fundraising to continue
offering high quality early years
experiences. This term'’s events have
not only raised vital funds but also
strengthened the sense of community
that makes our village such a special
place for families.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone
who baked, donated, volunteered,
attended, or cheered us on. Your
support ensures our children continue
to learn, play, and thrive. @

Jo

ROTHERF’ELD

Campaigns

As Thames Water teeters on the
brink of full collapse, at PMQs |
asked the (current) Prime Minister
to intervene in a case of sewage
spilling into a pensioners garden in
Wheatley. | then asked the Secretary
of State of Environment to share
the details of her preparations for
taking Thames Water into Special
Administration. If Thames Water
is about to collapse financially, the
Government needs to be ready. It
was also great to meet with a local
citizen scientist Chris Szweda in
Henley about the prospect of our
constituency getting the first UK
use of a continuous water quality
measuring device used in Paris.

| also took a step forward on 'land
lotting'; an issue affecting many of
our villages, whereby agricultural
and protected land is broken up
into small house sized lots and

sold with the 'hope value'

of development. | raised

the issue with the Leader

of the Commons, asking

for a debate on the issue.
Problems that arise from this
include making it harder to
manage the landscape and
identify owners, as well as
unauthorised development in
protected areas.

In Westminster

On the topic of health, |
gave one of the longest
speeches I've been able

to make in the Commons
on a relatively unknown
condition called PANS

and PANDAS. Hosted by
Liberal Democrat colleague,
Wendy Chamberlain, the
debate raised awareness
of the neuropsychiatric condition,
and the struggles families are
facing across the country with a
lack of recognition. | highlighted
the wonderful Albie, who has been
writing letters to the King and
Prime Minister on behalf of his older
brother. On the hottest day yet of
the year, Albie and his mum braved
the trains - and were heard at the
highest levels. Well done them!

Regular readers of this newsletter
will also know that Alzheimer's and
dementia is close to my heart. I'll
never forget a doorstep exchange

| had with a lady in tears at the
stresses and strains of caring for
her husband with the condition. On
behalf of my own grandfather who

lived with Alzheimer's for many years

under the care of my grandmother,

| was pleased to host a showcase

in Parliament for researchers from
across the UK, including Oxford One

day | hope the pain | witnessed on
the doorstep that time will be no
longer.

Across the constituency

It was a delight also to speak with
the winners at Henley College of
their challenge to design a new logo
for Riverside Counselling. The talent
on display showed me that Al has a
long way to go before it beats human
ingenuity. | spoke of the importance
of talking therapies and my own
experiences of it. Sadly access to
these treatments is far too difficult
on the NHS, and that's why we must
treasure and support Riverside.

And finally, as we mark two years
since | was elected MP for Henley
and Thame and our 18,000 casework
milestone | wanted to reiterate

that I'm always here to help the
constituents | continue to feel so
proud to serve - please don't hesitate
to contact me at freddie.van.mierlo.
mp@parliament.uk should you ever
need to. e

With very best wishes,

Freddie van Mierlo MP
Henley & Thame

)/ /

A =S

S

-/

EI"-"E [=]
For full story scan the AL

OR codeandclick onthe -
link on our website ]




<

<IN

The day began with a dozen WW2

UTTLERNOWN hISTOR

An extraordinary chapter of rural
Oxfordshire’s hidden history was brought
back to life on 30th May; acommemoration
of the 80th anniversary of the arrival of
Allied Polish troops and their families at the
former military camp at Checkendon.

These troops fought alongside British
forces during the Second World War
and helped liberate Europe, serving
under General Bernard Montgomery’s
famous Eighth Army in Italy and
across the Middle East. Unable to
return to their homeland following
Soviet domination of post-war Poland,
many were resettled in Britain which
offered sanctuary through The Polish
Resettlement Act of 1947. This act
established one of the country’s first
large-scale refugee resettlement
programmes.

A substantial number of the adults

had been prisoners of war and like my

parents, had been snatched to Siberian
gulags for several years’ forced labour,

never to see their homes again.

For over a decade, the camp at
Checkendon became home to
thousands of Polish veterans and their
families who transformed a woodland
military base into what former residents
affectionately remember as “Little

Poland”. This community was focus of
a Special Remembrance in May , taking
the form of a Polish Heritage Fete. Over
300 people from across Britain, USA,
Canada and Norway gathered for an
emotional, heart-rending yet also joyful
celebration at the historic Black Horse
pub; itself a cherished landmark.

Military representatives, a military
fly-past, local residents and the sole
surviving Polish Second World War
veteran, centenarian Mr Czeslaw
Blachucki (Ches Black) attended;

he being one of only 10 veterans
worldwide. Alongside was Mr Marian
Greczyn, son of the last Polish military
camp commanding officer, plus eight
refugee veteran family members, all in
their 80s or 90s and born in pre-war
Poland but living now locally. Their
presence served as a poignant reminder
of a generation whose sacrifice helped
secure freedom in Europe before many
were forced into permanent exile from
their homeland.

A camera crew filmed a TV
documentary of the day, BBC South
and BBC Radio Oxford reported on the
event and newspapers highlighted the
veterans’ emotional return to the place
that became home to thousands of
displaced Poles after the war.

jeeps and historic military vehicles of
the Oxfordshire and Berkshire branch
of the Military Vehicles Club arriving

in convoy, bearing the honoured
Veteran and VIP veteran families. The
organisers were proud to be graced by
the Commanding officer and troops of
the 7th Regiment Royal Logistics Corps
based in Dalton Barracks, Abingdon;
direct descendants of the Polish soldiers
serving in the British Army, who still
maintain Polish traditions all these years
later, and proudly display their Polish
Eagle flag standard.

Also attending were the Polish Defence
Attache and his W01 officer, the local
Redline Home Guard Living History
group, and Royal British Legion
branches of Henley and Nettlebed.

Throughout the day, guests enjoyed
commemorative ceremonies, military
vehicle displays, Polish traditional dance
and song, wartime music, displays of
memorabilia, food, raffle, crafts, and
moving personal testimonies from
former residents who recalled growing
up among the Nissen huts hidden in the
nearby woods.

Speaking during the ceremony, former
resident Czestaw Adamczyk, proud
son and grandson of Polish veterans
of the famous Battle of Monte Cassino,
reflected on the camp’s significance:

“From 1948 until 1961 these woods
were transformed into Checkendon’s
‘Little Poland’, a place where displaced
soldiers and their families found
sanctuary, raised their children and
preserved their culture after being
exiled from their homeland.

Today we are here to ensure the
sacrifices of our parents and ancestors
are never forgotten. These men fought
for freedom under British command

in General Anders famous 2nd Corps,

yet many could never return to the
homes they knew. What happened in
Checkendon is not just Polish history
—it is Oxfordshire history and British
history. We have a duty to ensure
these stories are never forgotten.”

Many attendees shared remarkable
family stories stretching from wartime
Poland and Siberian labour camps

to the deserts of the Middle East

and eventually the peaceful hills of
Oxfordshire.

The event also marked the launch of
several heritage initiatives designed

to preserve the camp’s legacy for
future generations. Organisers are
currently compiling a Roll of Honour
documenting approximately 500 Polish
families connected with Checkendon
Camp, representing more than 2,000
individuals.

Plans are also underway for
the unveiling of a permanent

commemorative plaque at the Black
Horse, alongside an ambitious project
to save the camp’s last surviving
chapel Nissen hut and to hopefully
transform it into a museum and
heritage centre dedicated to the Polish
Resettlement story. Which story is
extraordinary. Some families survived
deportation, starvation, imprisonment
and journeys across continents

before arriving here in Oxfordshire.
Checkendon gave them something
they had not experienced for many
years — safety, stability and hope.

The response to this event shows

how important this history remains,
not only to descendants of the Polish
community but also to local people
who recognise that it forms a valid part
of our shared heritage. The remarkable
turnout of well over 300 attendees
demonstrates the enduring strength
of the bonds forged in Checkendon’s
post-war Polish community and the
growing desire to
preserve one of
Oxfordshire’'s most
significant yet little-
known wartime
legacies.

My parents travelled
from Siberian
gulags, through the
Middle East to the
UK'in 1947. |lived
in two other camps
before Checkendon
camp until | was five
years old, when my
parents moved to
their first ever house

in England, and that is where | still am
(71 years on).

At Checkendon, we kept our Polish
traditions from Lwow, the place of their
youth. (This is now Lwiw in Ukraine,
but was then Poland.) | enjoyed the
traditional dancing and singing, the
religious processions, the exotic ice-
cream lady from A World Beyond and
of course, the love of my family and
Godparents. | remember feeling quite
intimidated by the woodland around
me. | was fearful of bears in the woods,
like in Poland, and | had no knowledge
of the world beyond. People had
spoken of the beautiful woods, but |
felt a real sense of mystery, a sense of
allure, possibly a degree of fear and
concern.

At the Heritage Fete | was delighted
with the turnout of so many Polish
descendants, not seen in over 50
years. Hearing of others’ experiences
is a consolidation of my identity,
heartened by the realisation that
others have carried these memories,
feelings and concerns; these
sadnesses as well as joys, and can still
remember them and feel an affinity
with what once had been and what
has formed us. @

If interested, please contact:

Graham Drucker
Grahamdrucker49@gmail.com

Irenka Motyka

(Sonning Common)
irenka@mymorbic.uk
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WANTED

JEWELLERY, ALL SILVER &
GOLD ITEMS AND COINS

PLEASE CONTACT 07768 918501
frednickson@henleyantiques.com

HOME VISITS BY APPOINTMENT
*30 YEARS EXPERIENCE*

S ] HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner
Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866

Competitive Trade Pricing | Specialist Insulation Stockists
Bricks/Blocks/Aggregates | Driveway

PEPPARD

——
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Free Local Delivery

t0118 972 2028
e sales@peppard.uk
peppard.uk

Shingle | Landscaping Products | Paving Display Trade
Shop | Plenty of Parking | Web Offers!
Qprcs'|PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES

We stock pet food and supplies for dogs, cats, other
small animals, wild and cage birds, wildlife,
farm feed and aqua/pond fish.

Open: Monday to Saturday 9.00 am - 4.00 pm
60 Years experience of Pet Supplies
See our website for the latest offers

petcountrysupplies.co.uk
Free local delivery for orders over £25

43a Wood Lane Sonning Common
0118 972 34950
interestedin @petcountrysupplies.co.uk

CURTAINS, CUSHION
COVERS, BLINDS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448

07815 610007

R.S. FENCING
Local fencer with 10 years’ experience.
All aspects of fencing and gates, new and repairs.
Free quotes, fully insured.
Tel: 07920 213472 Emmer Green

www.rs-fencing.co.uk

Paul’s Painting and Decorating.
Plastering. Carpentry.
Property and Garden Maintenance.
07583 623040

Friendly, Local, 30+Years Experience, Free Quotes

Provudmé purpose &

opportunity for
adults with d.isab[lity

Open every weekday
gamto 4pm

Plants, herbs, strawberry plants, vegetables, soft
fruits, and Melcourt’s peat-ﬁ'ee products:
soil improver & mu[tipurpose mediums,
endorsed by RHS, Alan Titchmarch & Which?
CANINE CAPERS & SUNDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
Greenshoots’ annual charity dog show
CAVERSHAM COURT GARDENS AT 1 PM
1t's ﬁm all dogs welcome! @?‘*'@

Refreshments and homemade cakes from fi&: ,ﬁ
The Tea Kiosk (opmmfos) orbrm.gaplcmc Ol

For more information, please

call 01491 628 9313
aysandmeans.org.uk
www.facebook.com/! grembhootsqb
Manor Farm ]'\othuq;u eld Pcp d, RGg 5LA
The Ways & Means Trust < Ch mtv 255074

u M&nor Fa"ﬂa'

Sonning Common

MET

Test Centre

SPECIAL OFFER |
= All Makes All Models -

£10 OFF

your next MOT on production of this voucher

__________________________________

g,b
All Makes Serviced & Repaired
at competitive prices.

Free Local Collection
and Delivery available

Sonning Common Garage

Looking after local customers for over 60 years
Peppard Road, Sonning Common RG4 9SU

© 0118 972 2021

_______________

www.sonhingcommongarages.com

Service Opening Times: Mon-Fri 8am - 5.30pm ¢ Sat & Sun CLOSED

Offers valid on production of this advert. Only 1 voucher per MOT. Offer not available in conjunction
with any other offers. Sonning Common reserves the right to modify the terms of this promotion

at any time. Correct at time of going to print.

f N
64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common,{t%&SL \

Brambles & ¢

Botanicals
w2 fesifof Spnving (pmmer

A small business with a big heart, here
to serve you! We love to supply fresh
flowers, house plants & gifts!

HousepPLANTS @ GIFTS
HeLiuM BaLLooNs e GREETING CARDS
CANDLES o LuxUurRY CHOCOLATES
GIFTWRAP @ HONEY @ ARTISAN PRODUCTS

Wedding Flowers Funeral Tributes

Saturdays 9:00 - 1pm
Sundays Closed

20l k 0118 972 1240
' E '-5' : @bramblesandbotanicals.co.uk
a . j% G@BramblesAndBotamcaLs

‘ H '\!vdw bramblesandbotanicals.co.uk

Vikram Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEd MSc

Jessica Lee BDS MFDS RCS DipDSed —
Claudia Wellman BDS MFDS RCSEngsMS¢ MRD
James Mead BSc BDS

Vinesh Rajaram BDS DipRestDent ~

Zak Lee-Green BDS

Your local family friendly practice
Routine general dentistry

Affordable dental plans with Denplan
Children seen on the NHS

Tooth whitening

Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Invisible braces

Sedation for nervous patients

Free parking

Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available

Happy Healthy éADeanan

Smiles...
Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading
Berkshire RG4 9S] Telephone 0118 9722626
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk

tp ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN CONSULTANCY
DES

IGN + COST CONSULTANCY + PERHISSIUHS + TENDER/CONTRACTOR SELECTION

EXTENDING?
| 2% REFURBISHING?
(18) e srmrnsn PLANNING A NEW BUILD?

E-mail: enquiries@tpodesign.co.uk  Web: www.tpodesign.co.uk  Tel: 07747 561463

Loft Conversions
Extensions

= "\\
.//‘A\\©q
GDC Newbuilds

T TRANNG o= Refurbishments _
sconsTRUCTION Residential & Commercial

gpctraining.co.uk | 07957702253 | Info@gpctraining.co.uk

1
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O P T e I A NS
N\ "= . Comprehensive eye
Lk examinations
Full contact lens service
Free specs for children

Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

01 18 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

KILLPEST

Pest Control Services
Need to deal with a pest problem?
Covering Sonning Common, Peppard
and surrounding areas
Wasps, Rats, Mice, Fleas, Ants, Squirrels
Fully insured 30+ Years Experience
Local Family Business
07748 060499 » 07391 995010

01189478149
info@Kkillpest.com ® www.killpest.com

BONNER LOCKSMITHS
INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (gs3s21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED CALL OUT SERVICE

["l.‘],!, .\]I-}}][‘l[iR
01491 680216 ' PR
CREQT“ ELL HOUQE INSTITUTE

Beech Lane, RG8 0PX e Woodcote Nr. Reading
PROPRIETOR: S. J. BONNER

HENLEY GLAZING AND
WINDOW CENTRE LTD
01491 629901

Glass Supply, Glazing Service, Mirrors, Shelves, Table
Tops, sealed Units, Lead Lights, Locks, Secondary
Glazing, Shower Screens

Suppliers & Installers of: UPVC, Aluminium & Timber
Windows, Doors & Conservatories, Facias , Sofits &

Guttering

Registered Company

12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA
Fax: 01491 629904 Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk

~ Driveways & Patios ~
All aspects of groundwork undertaken
Fully insured / Manufacturer approved
Local family run business, 25+ years experience

Call 07909 006369
Email kcimprovements@hotmail.co.uk
www.kcimprovements.co.uk

KC

IMPROVEMENTS

Mike Dockree Window Doctor
Misty & damaged glass units, Cat flaps,
Hinges, Handles & Locks

Checekatrade.com
madwindows62@gmail.com
Phone 07785928190 for free quotation

Property Maintenance

Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, Woodwork
Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, Kitchens, Bathrooms
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work
Property Management and Lettings
Please call Roger on 07752759908

T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING
Established 2006

"""--,Haintemee « Service » Repair
Bnllar mplammeni, __ ating system upgrade &

hower moms water softeners-salt supplied.

. No call out charge «Free-estimates « Fully insured
Email: t.c.fplumbheat@gmail.com
Tel: 0118 972409_7

Mob: 07800 914.880

225032

Nibbles and Tlckles
PET CARE

CARING AND RELIABLE PET SITTING
SERVICES FOR YOUR DOGS, CATS AND
SMALL ANIMALS

PET SITTING | DOG WALKING | PUPPY VISITS
| HOME BOARDING FOR GUINEA PIGS

WWW.NIBBLESANDTICKLES.CO.UK
07780 601450 | NIBBLESANDTICKLES@GMAIL.COM

0 @NIBBLESANDTICKLESPETCARE @NIBBLES_AND_TICKLESPETCARE

WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES

Fed up with limescale? OF BUILDING WORK

A Water Softener
would be your solution

Compass Water Softeners

SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
01189723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats "
Small Pets S
; 5| SERVICE,REPAIR
Dog Walking f \ sac250 & INSTALLATIONS |
Puppy Visits . f ' Elwww. faceb&ok com/AMAX

Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob 0784 068 1057 ‘
E: info@amaxs.co.uk

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536

HEIGHTS

TREE CARE

All Aspects of Tree Work
Hedge Cutting - Stump Grinding
Tree and Hedge Planting

TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE, CONTACT LAURENCE WILLIAMS

0118 9721003 « M 078135 86735
info@heightstreecare.co.uk
www.heightstreecare.co.uk

Light Bujbﬁ*
Hardware .
Gardening Too[s‘ )
Water Softener. S‘ait
Kitchenware
Kilner Jars SULRTCERN
Painting & Decoraﬂng Supplles '
Cleaning Sundries
Compost '

& EVEN MORE!

FULLY QUALIFIED PROFESSIONALS
£10 MILLION PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE

15



PARISH NEWS

The content of this page is the sole responsibility of, and is paid for by, Sonning Common Parish Council

ARBOCARE
TREE SURGERY LTD

Qualified and Experienced Arborists

/]

) “Beacon Flooring
A Family Run Business
Carpet Wood
Karndean Vinyl

Free fitting on carpet orders over £150

. Established over 25 years

Contractors to the National

Look out for details of our Autumn Trust
Evening Screening of the People's 1
Emergency Briefing, followed by a lively
community discussion on how

we can work together to create a more
sustainable future for Sonning Common.

16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095
beaconflooring@aol.co.uk
www.beaconflooring.co.uk

Graham Blake

soft furnishing

Crown reductions
Thinning

Felling
We'll be asking residents to get
involved, take action and help spread
the word.

Hedge Trimming . Loose Covers

Village Day and Party in the Park

equipment will also be available to hire,
giving residents the chance to try one
of the UK's fastest-growing sports.

Summer has arrived and with it a number
of community events and improvements
around the village.

A big thank you to everyone who
supported Village Day and Party in the
Park. These events are a great reminder
of what makes Sonning Common such
a special place to live. They bring
together residents, local organisations,
businesses and volunteers, creating
opportunities to meet friends old and
new while celebrating our community
spirit.

New Sports Equipment at
Memorial Park

At Memorial Park, many residents will
have noticed the installation of the new
goal posts. We hope they will be well
used by local children, young people
and sports groups for years to come.

The Parish Council is also expanding
the sporting opportunities available at
the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). A
new tennis net is being purchased and
will be available for hire, allowing
residents to make greater use of the
facility. Alongside this, pickleball

Become a Parish Councillor

Have you ever thought about becoming
a Parish Councillor? Parish Councils
play an important role in local life,
helping to maintain facilities, support
community projects and represent
residents' views. If you care about
Sonning Common and would like to
help shape its future, we'd be pleased
to hear from you. No special
qualifications are required—just an
interest in the community and a
willingness to get involved.

Whether it's helping to organise local
events, improving facilities such as
Memorial Park and the MUGA, or
serving as a Parish Councillor, Sonning
Common benefits when residents get
involved. That's also the thinking
behind a new community initiative
looking towards the future of our
village... Sonning Common 2036

Coming together — everyone playing
their part to make Sonning Common a
greener, healthier place.

More details to follow @

Andy Donachie

Parish Clerk

Stump Grinding

Decay Detection & Tree Reports
Free phone: 0808 1555815
Mobile: 07778811136
www.arbocare.co.uk

» Curtains
* Re-Upholstery
* Tracks & Poles
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 Mob: 0780 1182400
gblakefurn@gmail.com

www.grahamblake.com

Expert advice, beautiful spaces

Visit the Showroom
35 Wallingford Rd, Goring RG8 OHL

01491377272

studio@thebathroom.studio

Time 4 Pilates

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

s . ® -
Christine Brook — Member of Body Control Pilates Association
Ring 07789 717017 or email chris@time4pilates.co.uk
Website at www.time4pilates.co.uk

THE BATHROOM

STUDIO

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

reciew | Freciew [T




AWRITER'S LIFE

‘Soyoureawriter’,
Tmafraid so.

‘That must be so exciting.
Tmnot sure about that.

| mean, seeing your ook with your
name onit. Inahookshop. And people
actually reading what you've written.

‘Hmmmm. It's not as great as it
sounds.

A generous donor — Mr Arathoon of
That's how the conversation often
goes, and each time | think how
hard it is to put into words why |
write books and what | get out of it
and why | go on doing it.

My latest, Lido Land: How Britain
Learned to Make a Splash, came out
in May which already feels like quite
a long time ago. It got some nice
reviews and we had an excellent
launch party in a pub in London at
which | drank quite a few pints and
got to tell everyone that they had to
buy it. To be honest, after all that
excitement, the rest is mainly anti-
climax.

My first proper book was published
in 2000 and was called The Grass Is
Greener: Our Love Affair with the
Lawn. As you might expect, it was
the story of turf and mowers and
why Englishmen of a certain kind
get obsessed with their lawns. | had
a great deal of fun doing it and
thought in my innocence that it
would be the start of a glorious and
lucrative career as an author.

How wrong can you be. | got the
biggest advance I've ever had for my
second, The Book of Eels, which was
— surprise, surprise — about those
amazing creatures and was a total
flop commercially. It would be
tedious to detail all those that
followed. It's enough to say that
some were not at all successful,
some were moderately successful,
and one — The A303: Highway to the
Sun - did really well (and is still
selling today, fourteen years after
publication).

Each time a book comes out, the
writer is filled with hope that THIS
TIME the public will realise what a
work of genius it is and respond
accordingly. And each time hope is
followed, as night follows day, by
disappointment. People loved my
social history of village life, The
Village News, in which | wrote a
good deal about this wonderful
village of ours, but there weren’t
enough of them to make it a hit.
Same with Rivets, Trivets and

Galvanised Buckets: Life in a Village commissioned books.
Hardware Shop - how can it fail?

everyone asked, but it did. Of course | won't stop writing — that

is an itch which has to be scratched.

Don’t get me wrong, | have had a | do have a project — but if you ask

great time doing all of them, and | me what it is, | will have to tell you,

have the satisfaction of knowing that as politely as possible, to mind your
| have dealt with subjects that, own business. @

generally speaking, other writers
would not have bothered with (as for Tom Fort
the money | have made, | would have

done significantly better picking
brassicas in Lincolnshire and that is = opny FOopr

no exaggeration). V e
But | have to accept that | am /ZZA ( :E

getting on, and the whole
process of researching and W
writing has become harder,

and the business of -
publication more stressful.
Plus | really don’t have
any other subject that |
want to immerse
myself in, which is the
only way. So | have
decided not to do
any more
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TOGETHER

It has been another wonderfully busy
season for Eco SoCo, Sonning
Common’s community environmental
group, with villagers, young people,
local businesses and volunteers all
pitching in to make our village greener,
Wwilder and more connected.

From tree care and wildlife talks to
hands-on nature activities and an ever-
growing Repair Cafe, the past few
months have shown just how much can
he achieved when a community works
together for nature.

Street Trees Get a Helping Hand

A big thank you goes to Kier
engineering, whose team joined Eco
SoCo for a corporate volunteer
morning caring for the village street
trees. Together, volunteers weeded
around young trees, refreshed the
mulch and gave them the best possible
chance to thrive through the summer
months. These small acts of care make
a real difference, helping new trees
establish strong roots while also
keeping our village looking loved.

Young Nature Champions

Eco SoCo was also delighted to work
with Sonning Common Scouts on a
brilliant bug hotel building session. The
Scouts rolled up their sleeves to create
new homes for insects, beetles and
other tiny creatures that play such an
important role in healthy gardens and
green spaces. It was a fun, practical

way to learn that biodiversity starts
with the smallest neighbours.

Learning Together: Swifts and Dark
Skies

Our programme of talks continues to
bring people together around
important environmental topics. One
recent talk focused on endangered
swifts, those extraordinary summer
visitors whose calls once filled many
more village skies. We learned how
loss of nesting sites and falling insect
numbers have contributed to their
decline, and what communities can do
to help.

Another inspiring evening explored the
importance of dark skies. Reducing
unnecessary light pollution is good for
people, saves energy and is vital for
nocturnal wildlife such as bats, moths,
birds and pollinators. The message

was simple: thoughtful lighting helps
bring back the wonder of the night sky
while protecting nature after dark.

Eco SoCo Repair Café Reaches a
Fantastic Milestone

There was plenty to celebrate at the
Repair Café as it marked its second
birthday in July and, even more
impressively, completed its 650th
repair. That means 650 items given a
second life, 650 chances to save
money and resources, and a huge
amount of waste diverted from landfill.

Hedgehog Highways Are Expanding

Eco SoCo’s hedgehog hole making
service is now up and running, helping
more households join the village
hedgehog highway. A small gap at the
base of a fence can make a huge
difference, allowing hedgehogs to
roam between gardens in search of
food, shelter and mates. If you would
like help making your garden
hedgehog-friendly Email Charles at
ecosococharles@gmail.com

Village Day: Bird Boxes, Wildflowers and
Big Ideas

Eco SoCo enjoyed another successful
Village Day, with a busy stall full of
activities and conversations. Families
took part in free bird box building,
young explorers investigated the
nature discovery box, and visitors
picked up free wildflower seeds to help
create more food for bees, butterflies
and other pollinators.

It was especially encouraging to see so
many villagers signing up to the
hedgehog highway and volunteering
to be part of the planting for pollinator
teams this autumn. These teams wiill
help bring more colour, nectar and
wildlife value to streets and shared
spaces across the village.

Recognised for Outstanding Service
Eco SoCo was honoured to be
recognised for an Outstanding Service
to the Community award at the
Sonning Common Parish Council
annual meeting in May. This

recognition belongs to everyone who
has supported, volunteered, repaired,
planted, watered, built, shared ideas or
simply cheered the group on. Itis a
wonderful reminder that local action
really does matter, and that together
we are making a visible difference
across the village.

Eco SoCo onFilm

Eco SoCo has also been in front of the
camera. CAG Oxfordshire has filmed
our Repair Café as part of its 25th
anniversary celebrations, highlighting
the impact of community repair
projects and the volunteers who make
them possible. BBOWT has also made
a film about our work, with the hope of
inspiring other communities to do the
same. Both films will be available soon
0N WWWw.ecosoco.org.uk.

How to Get Involved

Eco SoCo is always pleased to
welcome new volunteers, whether you
can spare an hour, join a regular
project or simply want to learn more.
You could help water young trees,
plant for pollinators, join the Repair
Café team, support the hedgehog
highway, come along to a talk, share
practical skills, or help at future
community events.

To find out more, speak to an Eco SoCo
volunteer, look out for local notices and
social media updates, or get in touch
by email at ecosoco24@gmail.com.
Every pair of hands helps, and every
small action adds up to a greener,
more wildlife-friendly Sonning




LITTLE AND OFTEN

Many of our primary school activities
are repeated throughout the school year
as very few young children learn the first
time - which you may have realised at
home!

As a result, the whole primary
curriculum is designed in carefully
thought out building blocks or
scaffolding as we call it.

In writing it might start with giving

the children a short text to and then
build with more detail or written in a
slightly different way. This is followed
by discussion on language used, or
perhaps research into new bits of
vocabulary, and leads onto lessons
exploring the piece in more detail. The
children might perform some drama or

engage in a debate about the subject
matter to practise their oracy and
public speaking. All this is preparation
before the task of planning their own
piece, and putting it together into
something of their very own. The
result of this approach is a piece of
work that has had the most detailed
build-up and preparation - little and
often - to get to the end result.

In most maths topics, through all the
years, we move from the concrete,
through pictorial to abstract or ‘CPA'".

What does this mean? Concrete
means young children working with
stuff — we have a wide range of tools
to help children visualise maths in

a tangible way like beads or blocks.
Division might start with splitting a
group of ten objects into two separate
groups - dividing by two. They can
see and feel the objects. By the time
children are 8 or 9 (Year 3 and 4) they
start to use more abstract versions

of the same thing — the ‘bus stop’
written method for example. But those
building blocks — little and often — are
what make the abstract meaningful.

As | have mentioned in previous
articles, this also applies to softer
skills, like manners and play. We do
not expect them to speak the Queen’s
English (or should that be the King's?)
straight away, or to understand the
finer lines of etiquette immediately.
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But - little and often - they will get

better — at holding a door, or greeting
an adult by name.

So, as we come to the end of this year,
it has - as always - been a story of
little and often. Normally there are a
couple of optional projects to occupy
the children’s time over the summer,
but we also need them to reset/rest
and look forward to their new classes
and new teachers.

And we need to reset too! My thanks
as usual to our children, staff and
parents for the year just gone, and to
you all in the local community for your
support. Our new play initiative OPAL
(outdoor play and learning) is moving
along and we have been grateful for
the donations of toys and equipment
for the children to use.

We go again in September, with
each child working up a little from the
previous year. Little and often. @

Mrs Rachel Salmons
Headteacher

HAS ITREALLY BEEN 30 YERRS ...

I'm guessing most people know David
Attenborough turned 100 this year,
but how many realise that Winnie-
the-Pooh did too? Time is a strange
phenomenon. How can it be 30 years
since David Baddiel, Frank Skinner,
and the Lightning Seeds first lamented
that it had been 30 years since
England had won a major football
championship? And how on earth

can it be 30 years since | moved to
Sonning Common?

Of course, | was a very different person
then, at a different stage of life with
different priorities, and yes you can say
it, fewer grey hairs. | was employed full-
time and, to be truthful, didn’t think past
the fact that | could get more house and
garden for my money without having

to commute over the bridge to get to
Henley. Little did | realise what a great
decision that move would be.

| brought up a family here. My children
learned to swim in the trainer pool (if
getting in the water first thing on a
winter's morning with a flailing 1 year
old doesn't qualify you for an extra bar
of chocolate and G&T that evening, |
really don't know what does!), and they
went to the village schools which gave
them a great start to life as they both
eventually earned firsts in their chosen
degrees. So I'd say, Sonning Common
came good.

For 10 years | had a dog and walked him
in the beautiful countryside around our
village. | met some wonderful people
who | laughed and, at times, cried with
as we trudged around in all weathers.
Sonning Common came good.

When Covid struck and travel was
limited, our village had the shops |
needed, and our community pulled

together. Sonning Common came good.

When my office closed and | felt the
loneliness of working from home, there
was the opportunity to volunteer at the
library and meet a whole new friendship
group to laugh and joke with. Sonning
Common came good.

Who knows what's to come in the next
30 years? Not me, | don’t even know
what I'm having for dinner! | guess I'll
just have to trust that our community
will still be as vibrant, our library and
shops still here, and that FISH will still
be providing support. We can all help
make this future a reality by supporting
local businesses and volunteering either
time or money to organisations which
need it. If we do that, Sonning Common
will continue to come good for us all,
I'm sure. ®

Alison Smith

MEGE NEWS

Since Easter 2026, Maiden Erlegh
Chiltern Edge has celebrated a vibrant
term filled with student triumphs and
strong community engagement.

Student Successes & Milestones

A major focus of the term was
supporting Year 11 students as

they completed their final GCSE
examinations. In May, the school hosted
a heartfelt farewell assembly for the
cohort, celebrating their five years of
hard work and dedication with a perfect
blend of excitement and reflection.
Their exams passed in a flash (although,
it likely didn't feel like that for the
students) and we enjoyed a wonderful
summer Prom in late June)

Meanwhile, Year 10 students took a
massive step toward their futures by
completing a highly successful World

of Work Week. The students engaged

in diverse workshops and external
placements, earning praise for their
professional conduct. Year 9 embarked
on the "Get Set for Y10" Programme
with workshops on revision habits, short

exams in English, Maths and Science
and then completed taster sessions in
each of their GCSE subjects to ensure a
smooth start when they return as Y10s
in September.

Community Events & Engagement
Community spirit has been at the heart
of the summer term. The school hosted
its vibrant House Charity Fair, where
students from different year groups
collaborated to run stalls and raise

vital funds for local causes. Academic
community engagement also shined
during the Day of Puzzling Fun, which
brought logical, critical thinking, and

MAIDEN ERLEGH

teamwork challenges to Years 7 through
10. Furthermore, the Chiltern Edge
School Association (CESA) remained
incredibly active, organizing uniform and
prom dress sales to ensure all students
could participate fully in school life,
while the community dropped Waitrose
tokens to secure a generous £1,000
grant for future enrichment.

Students and staff alike now look
forward to the break and return in
September. ®

EMMABLISS,
Headteacher



Peppard Unplugged is an evening of live
acoustic music and friendly village
hospitality. Since our relaunchin 2023,
Wwe have welcomed over 150 acts, across
avariety of genres, from prog-rock, indie-
folk, punk, trad folk, country, classical,
hlues, flamenco, jazz and more!

Peppard Unplugged is a place for both
performers and audience members.

e For the audience, candle lit tables,
spotlit stage, interval buffet, raffle and
different acts each month

e For performers, the opportunity to
share your music with an appreciative
audience and meet other musicians.

We have solo artists, duos, trios and
bands, local and from further afield. You'd
be surprised how far people travel and
the trouble they take to be on our stage.
We even had a person come straight
from Heathrow after flying back from
Mongolia. , We have cover acts and
people playing their original songs; some
are professional and just love the vibe

of our village hall. Local musicians have

included Band of Hope, Tomorrow Bird,
Pip Collings and Paul Vile, Shugg, @9:15,
Panic Man Dan and Steve Daniels.

Many of the organizers of other music
events in the area come to Peppard to
perform solo or with their own bands.
As an example, Huw Tarry is the driving
force behind Reading’s Rising Sun

Arts Centre’s former open mic and

their new Variety night. His band, The
Riverside Union was our feature act in
June. Inspired by Americana and folk;
The Riverside Union plays original music
alongside covers from the likes of Crosby,
Stills, Nash and Young, Lindisfarne, The
Beatles and The Decemberists. After

taking individual songs out to various
open-mics, they came to us for their first
performance of the full set, and what

a great set it was. Just what we love at
Peppard, good musicians, in new combos
enjoying playing for an appreciative
audience. ®

Peppard Unplugged is run totally by
volunteers; no paid staff ... and all
money raised goes to the upkeep of the
Peppard War Memorial Hall. It takes
place on the second Saturday of the
month. If you want to know more or if
you want to play, check out the website,
see www.peppardunpligged.co.uk

HELLO GARDENERS, WELGOME T0 SUMMER 2026
\What a scorcher in June and July!

So far this year, we have had five great
talks on various subjects. Please see our
website cehs.co.uk for write-ups and
information on our society.

The Spring Show was well attended and
enjoyed by all. There were great displays
by our members, It had been a difficult
time, due to the weather, to have flowers
and vegetables ready on the day.

Thank you to all who entered and to all
who helped before and, on the day, and
donated raffle prizes, plants, and cakes
to sell.

As with all local societies, new members
are always welcome to join only £10

per year. For that you get monthly news
letters, emailed, but can be delivered by

hand on request, free to all talks and a
chance to enter the two shows, and book
for coach trips (extra If you grow flowers
or vegetables, do art and crafts, please
come along to our talks and our next
show is

Saturday 5 September at 2-4pm,
Sonning Common Village Hall

Saturday 19 September we have a
coach trip to Kew Gardens, this is open to
members only.

Tuesday 13 October at 7:30 pm a talk
by Graham Austin on Growing Elatum
Delphiniums. Peppard Memorial hall.

10 November TBC.

So please come along on Saturday 5
September, entry is free we have great
raffle prizes donated by members and
local business. Tea, coffee and cake is
available and a great plant stall, all plants
grown my members. Membership forms
will be available for you join on the day,
this will cover your membership to the
end of 2027. @

COLIN MATHER

Specialists in John Deere ride-on mowers
and STIHL garden machinery. With years of
experience in the industry, we‘re ready to help.

FAROL

STIHL AANT Z25%

Excellent service, expert advice and best-in-class garden machinery
Proud to supply John Deere ride-on and zero-turn mowers, plus garden machinery from STIHL
including walk-behind mowers, grass trimmers, hedge cutters, pressure washers and much more.

o
Club Car

01182077760  farolmowers.co.uk
London Road, Twyford, Reading, RG10 SEQ
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GREETINGS FROM SONNING COMMON LIBRARY!

“l don’t feel out of place when I'm
here.” Emma, a Year 6 pupil from
Sonning Common Primary School,
said this about the library recently

and it made Elaine and myself

happy as we like to think that our
customers feel welcome when they

are looking through the books, using
the computers or joining in with an
activity. But what if you can’t get to the
Library? We also have a Home Library
Service and our lovely volunteers
deliver books and audio-visual items to
those who struggle to physically visit
the library for whatever reason.

If you think that would help you, and
you would like to register, please
telephone the Home Library Service
on 01865 810 259.

We will be running our annual
Summer Reading Challenge over the
summer holidays where youngsters
are encouraged to read books, graphic
novels or listen to audiobooks and are
rewarded with stickers, bookmarks,
keyrings and even scented gel pens!
There will also be certificates, medals
and a prize draw for finishers. Our
popular crafting sessions and cake
sales will be back on every Saturday
in August and, as the theme for the
challenge is music, you can expect
crafts related to instruments and dance
among other things.

We are also lucky to welcome the
Puppet Theatre Barge members on the
morning of Tuesday, 28th July for an
event for 4-10 year olds to learn about
shadow puppets and then to create

their own monster. It is a free event but
with limited spaces so get in touch or
pop in to register your place.

We haven't forgotten the grown-ups!
Have a “Blind Date with a Book” and
choose one of our wrapped-up books
so you don’t know what it is until

you get home. You might find a new
author to love. Or if you're not keen

on surprises, choose from one of the
displays such as summer novels or adult
graphic novels. And our social mornings
will continue throughout the summer, as
will Scrabble and chess clubs so there’s
always something to entertain you
when you visit. ®

JULIET
Library Manager

HEALTH WALKING IS FOR HITNESS -
AND IT'S FRIENDLY, FUN AND FREE!

The walks are for everyone, whatever
their age and ability, and are graded
accordingly, with at least one trained
person leading every walk. Not all of
them are fast walks: contact us (see
website address below) for advice
about which one is best for you.

The First Steps walk on a Monday

at 10am is for anyone who wants to
get back to walking after an illness, or
operation, or just likes a slow-paced
walk. We meet in the Millennium Field
(near Abbeycrest) and you can do up to
3 laps of the field (0.6 mile per lap) at
your own pace. You can walk clockwise
or anti-clockwise — or even do a figure-
of-eight! We do gentle stretching at the
end — but you don’t have to join in.

A lot of chatting goes on too!

Tuesday’s walk starts at Kingwood
Common at 10am. The meeting place
stays the same, but the route varies,
with a distance of up to 2 miles.

Thursday’s walk currently meets at
Clayfield Copse at 10am, and the
distance is about 3 miles.

Friday walkers currently meet at
Shiplake Memorial Hall at 9.30am, and
this is a faster walk of about 4 miles.

On Saturdays the walk starts at the

Health Centre at 9.30am, and is a faster

walk of 4 — 5 miles, with the route
varying each week.

If you want to speak to someone about
any aspect of the Health Walks, phone
Chris Brook on 0118 972 2609

Meeting places for Thursday and
Friday walks will change towards

the end of September, so check the
website for up-to-date information on
days/starting places/distances: www.
sonningcommonhealthwalks.co.uk/
timetable @

Viillage Day Sonning Common Magazine covers
'Gan you guess the year?' quiz

Copies of 12 covers from the 315 issues of
the Sonning Common Magazine were
displayed and participants invited to put
the correct year to each. Most scored 3 or
more and the highest score was an
excellent 8. Congratulations to the couple
Who did this.

The correct answers for any body who
didn’t get them checked on the day are
shown alongside. Thank you to everybody
Who took part.

GEOFF ADAMS

Gillotts School

OPEN EVENING

THURSDAY 24 SEPTEMBER
6.00pm — 8.15pm

OPEN MORNING

TUESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
9.00am - 10.45am

View our online prospectus
and find out more at:

Gillotts |

PART OF THE

Gillotts School

Gillotts Lane, Henley—on—Tham?s RG9 IPS R'/_T\winm
T: 01491 574 315 E: office@gillotts.org Za B TRUST

Answers:

Codeletter Vear of cover f

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I

J
K
L

SONNINO

2019
2013
1994
2011

1999
1982
2024
2018
1987
2002
2023
2017

Computer Problems?
PC misbehaving?

Fault diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, Networking,
Data Recovery, Virus Cleaning, Broadband,
Telephone Cabling & Extensions, TV, Mobiles,
Website Design, Development & Hosting, and much more.
Home and Business Support.

Windows and Mac.

01491 680036 or 07961 476664
mail@influentialcomputers.com
www. Influential Computers.com

Robin, Henry and Angus Piercey
Influential Computers Ltd - A Family Run Business Since 1984
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Each year since losing my dad, | have
organised an annual fundraiser in
memory of him. The first three years
were Walking Netball matches and a
sponsored walk raising almost £4000
for Mesothelioma UK and Sue Ryder
charities. This year, | wanted to really
push myself out of my comfort zone
and decided to abseil 100m down
the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth
to raise money for the South
Oxfordshire Palliative Care Hub
South Oxfordshire. The care my dad
received from them was outstanding
and ensured his final days were

as dignified and comfortable as

they could be. | decided to do the
abseil on Saturday 20th June as this
coincided with dad’s birthday and
Father’s Day. | find milestones such
as those tough so the abseil gave

me something else to focus on. | put
the idea out to my network and five
brave souls jumped at the chance to
join mel

The crew was made up of: Martin
Smith, who played football with my
dad at Rotherfield United Walking
Football Team. Sonning Common
resident and former teacher at
Kidmore End Primary School, Pauline
Jones. Sophie Snowden, Reception
teacher at Sonning Common Primary
School. Lesley Thomas and Ann Small,
who have played for the Sonning
Common Walking Netball team.

Each of them having their own reasons
for taking part:

Lesley said: “I wanted to take on this
challenge as a thank you to the Sue
Ryder team for taking beautiful care
of my father and making his passing a
calm and dignified experience for him
and our family.”

Pauline added: “20th June marks the
anniversary of my mother-in-law’s
passing. The team from Sue Ryder
Palliative Care Hub South Oxfordshire

was there for her and our family,
helping us all through a difficult time.
Sometimes | do wonder why | agreed
to this terrifying challenge, but helping
raise essential funds makes it all
worthwhile.”

Ann said: “It's a great way to raise
funds and highlight the wonderful
work of Sue Ryder, and at the same
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time prove to my grandchildren that
I’'m not ready to be an ‘oldling!””

Sophie added: “Sue Ryder took
fantastic care of my grandpa. He

was well looked after and the team
provided fantastic support for him and
my family. Hopefully our abseil will go
some way towards highlighting the
amazing work of the Sue Ryder team.”

After much anticipation, the day finally
arrived and there was much nervous
excitement surrounding the team.
Martin was first up and bounced his
way down the tower looking like

a complete pro! In fact, we might
suggest he auditions for the next
James Bond!

It was then the turn of us ladies. |

felt ok until we got to the top and
stepped out onto the platform, then
reality struck! | was terrified! The heart
rate soared; knees were like jelly and
my stomach dropped! The abseiling
guys were incredibly supportive and
put us all totally at ease and then

it was just a case of putting all our
trust in them and the ropes! The
views were incredible! Looking out
over Portsmouth dockyard with HMS
Warrior, the South Downs and across
to the Isle Of Wight. WOW! | began to
relax into it and remembered why we
were doing this challenge. | spoke to
my Dad most of the way down

and thought about the incredible

Sue Ryder nurses who cared for him.

It took about four minutes to get to the
bottom and the mood was euphoric!
We were all on such a high and totally
buzzing at our achievements. We then
celebrated with a lovely meal with all
our friends and family who had come
down to support us.

Coupled with that we managed to
raise a staggering £3828 (with Gift
Aid) for Sue Ryder! There is still time
to donate and if anyone would like to
push us up over the £4000 mark, you
can use the QR code below.

My mum and | are incredibly grateful
for the other five members of the e
team-without them, we would not
have raised such an incredible amount
of money for such a great cause. |

am also so appreciative of everyone
who sponsored us-people have been
incredibly kind and generous.

It felt so good to step out of my
comfort zone and there is a rumour
that for next year's fundraiser we are ¢ i
going to take on the World's fastest
Zip Line in North Wales. Watch this
space!' ®
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Christ the King and St John the Baptist

Regular congregants at St John the
Baptist have enjoyed being back in
the Parish church for the past couple
of months. There are, inevitably, a
few ‘tweaks’ necessary to ensure the
lighting is working as effectively as
possible, but the interior of building
looks fully refreshed. Given recent
heatwaves, the heating has yet to be
tested, but we are confident that the
winter months will be warmer and
cosier in the church with the benefit
of the newly-installed under-pew
heating! If you are passing, do call in
and have a look; the church is usually
open throughout the day and you are
welcome to visit to enjoy some time in
the peace and quiet.

During the final weekend of June, a
celebratory concert, ‘Light and Life,

was held at St John's to raise funds
for the Parish Fundraising Appeal

as we look towards phase 2 of the
church improvement plans. The Parish
Choir, with visiting singers, performed
a number of songs from around the
world; Kidmore End School Choir also
joined in, enthusiastically singing two
of their own pieces, and a number of
talented individuals and small groups
added to the varied programme.
Despite the extreme heat on the day,
the church was full and many stayed
to enjoy refreshments in the sunshine
afterwards. The weekend concluded
with a beautiful Sung Evensong on
28th June to celebrate the Patronal
Festival of St John the Baptist, with

a celebratory glass of fizz in the
churchyard afterwards, and a chance

to appreciate the wonderful floral
displays put in place in the church and
the churchyard by the talented flower
team and churchyard tidy group.

At Christ the King the long-anticipated
bifold doors are now properly in place
and fully operational, so that the
church and hall can be separated for
meetings and functions or combined
to create one large space for bigger
services and events. If you are
interested in hiring the hall, which
comes with access to a fully-equipped
kitchen and adjacent coffee room,
either for a one-off event such as a
party or reception, or for regular group
meetings, please contact the Benefice
Office 0118 9721383 for information.

During August, as in previous years,
a series of services will take place
across the Benefice as follows (all
welcome):

Sunday 2nd August:
Service at All Saints’, Peppard,
10.30am

Sunday 9th August
Service at Christ the King, Sonning
Common, 9.30am

Sunday 16th August
Service at All Saints’, Peppard,
10.30am

Sunday 23rd August

Service at St John's, Kidmore End,
11.15am

Sunday 30th August

Service at Christ the King, Sonning
Common, 9.30am

I'm a bit of a birder and keep my
binoculars at the ready on the
windowsill. Recently | had a special
visit from a nuthatch hanging upside
down from a pole whilst feeding it's
fledgling. And | love the robin coming
to watch me weeding with his beady
eye and head cocked to one side.

Jesus told us to “consider the birds”,
Why?

| think it's acknowledged we live in

a very materialistic age. The endless
adverts tell us what we need to eat,
drink, clothe our bodies and homes
with and keep us beautiful. But Jesus
tells us not to be anxious about
material things, our Heavenly Father
knows our needs and reminds us to
look at the birds that God provides
food for and the wildflowers which
He takes care to dress in stunning
clothes. Rather, we are challenged
to look for God’ s kingdom. It's a
spiritual kingdom and its citizens live

A reminder that donations for the
Food Bank (based at Christ the King)
and for CIRDIC can be left at either
church.

If you are curious about faith or want
to find out more about Christianity
please do come along to a church
service or have a look at our
website: www.achurchnearyou.
com/church/166/ to find contact
information for the Ministry Team,
times of regular services, links for
the parish magazine and more. ®

in a relationship with God, their sins
forgiven, wanting to worship and love
Him, and learn from the Bible.

Everyone is welcome to join our
service at 4.30 on Sunday afternoons.
The church is on the corner of Grove
Road and Peppard Road.

Future Event

Professor Stuart Burgess, Designing

the fastest Olympic bike in the world.

Saturday October 17th at 7pm.
Sonning Common Village Hall. ®

Fridays 10:30

A music group for babies and preschoolers. Come

along and enjoy interactive music with your child in

this warm and welcoming group. Morning coffee and

a slice of cake provided!

£3 per family. Waiting list operated at busier times.

Chiltern Evangelical Church, Grove Road, Sonning Commeon, RG4 gRL




Sudoku Grading: easy—medium

ACROSS

1. Qualification, for example, in wild deer (6)

4. American has Old English degree —it’s a very small thing (6)

9. Film from Trotter era (7)

10. Money is distributed up ‘ere (5)

11. A curve for a church (3)

12. Destroyed tomb is icy and mutually beneficial (9)

13&22. Nil-nil! Men urge me desperately in public space (10,5)

18. One crazily illuminated with sound after eating too
quickly in the Stone Age (9)

21&20 Down. Ancient police, we hear, in local woodland (3,5)

22. See 13.

23. Tree around university is in fashion (7)

24. Historic court session is a small magnitude (6)

25. Sent a message: manuscript is with editor (6)

DOWN

Overthrow of French achievement (6)

US soldier holds broken conch for pasta (7)

Tests for me and sax disturbed (5)

Luther, perhaps, and | have a cocktail (7)

Previous partner with Patrick — someone living away

from home (5)

Company power (6)

8. Mariner’s joint shows his skill controlling a boat (10)

14. German mathematician shows terrible bile — current in
New Zealand (7)

15. Tom and lion badly illuminated at night (7)

16. Mystery in game mix-up (6)

17. Loved a party with wine (6)

19. Soldiers in very large warnings (5)

20. See 21 Across.
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See answers on page 34
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Cryptogram

The following quotation has been encoded using a simple
letter substitution. What does it say?

PAYAGS TPUR: SNI HIGS EB SNI GAFFIT
YERI, PRM SNI RID BPWW RES OIS HETR.
SNI EMM ARILIR SUFI. - GOWLUP VWPSN

Quiz: Places to visit in Oxfordshire

1. The birthplace of Winston Churchill.

2. The main research library of the University of Oxford and
one of the oldest libraries in Europe.

3. Britain’s oldest road, at least 5,000 years old, which
runs from Wiltshire along the Berkshire Downs to
the River Thames, and then along the Chilterns to
Buckinghamshire.

4. A pair of chalk hills, topped by beech trees, near
Dorchester.

5. Atraditional Victorian brewery near Chipping Norton,
founded in 1849.

6. A designer outlet shopping centre, which is home to 150
boutiques and 5 restaurants.

7. A farm shop near Chipping Norton, opened in 2020,
which has been seen on TV.

8. A brewery near Reading, established in 2003, that
produces a beer called Hullabaloo.

9. An extension of Oxford University’s Botanic Garden,
comprising 130 acres of trees and plants, at Nuneham
Courtney.

10. A country house in the Chilterns, completed in 1914,
where Sir William Morris lived.

Premier
HEATING SOLUTIONS

=

Not all plumbers are
created equal.

Our electrical division applies the same
care, expertise, and service you already
rely on for heating: and we now also
install air conditioning to keep your
home cool and comfortable.

Air Conditioning Electrical home
Installation & Service services

Heat Pump Design, Boiler Installation,
Installation & Service Service & Repair

premierheatingsolutions.co.uk A —
e 01491671718 A @ E

Scan for Air
Conditioning

Really happy with the Air Conditioning / Heat Pump
installation by Premier Heating Solutions. From quote
to installation the process has been brilliant. Chris and
the team worked tirelessly over the last few days,
going above and beyond to make sure that every
element was completed to the highest standard.
Thanks again!

Google review, May 2026

Honouring Every Life

Independent, family-run funeral directors, since 1826. Branches in Henley-on-Thames and Caversham.

Excellent W Trustpilot

01491 413434 | abwalker.co.uk
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Sonning Common Magazine cannot be held responsible for the quality of the products or services advertised in the magazine. Residents should be aware that companies or
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Widmore Park, Blounts Court Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9PA BY INSPIRED VILLAGES




Wood Lane, Sonning Common,
Reading, RG4 9SW

DF nctional Sonning Common Health Centre

- . Shquldzér Iniuries

Gill Madeley natort.
Garden Design & Maintenance
" 4 g \
* Garden Design
e Maintenance
e Seasonal Clearance

* Planting
e Advice

Sonning Common & Caversham
1.0118 9471 178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

KT

KT Accounts Ltd
Accountant &
Tax Adviser

Katie Thompson

ACA CTA
Chartered Accountant & Tax Adviser

Expert tax and accounting services for individuals, landlords, sole
traders and small businesses.

e Same-dayresponses e Free consultation e Always deal
with me directly e Transparent pricing ¢ 8+ years experience

Services:
Making Tax Digital e
VAT e« Bookkeeping °

Small Company Services ¢ Self-

Assessment ¢ Payroll & CIS

07836 330082 e katie@ktaccounts.co.uk e ktaccounts.co.uk

Henley-on-Thames family run
Independent Funeral Service

Autoservices Ltd
Tel: 01189 724036

Five-Star Customer
Reviews

in Kidby’s Yard off
Kennylands Road

...Competitive Prices
...Excellent Service

Tyres ¢ Batteries ¢ Exhausts

AirCon ¢ MOT e CarSales
Find us on:
facebook.

Kingfisher Kindergarten

- Thriving Pre School
. ¥ 6 for children aged
KingCisher years and above

Kindergarten

We accept all Government Funding and
have immediate spaces available
Contact us for a visit 07894 966562
laryne@kingfisherkindergarten.uk
www.kingfisherkindergarten.uk

&5 Golden
_ Fum r al
Plans

£ 40 john Lewis voucher or
£ 40 donation to Sue Ryder Care

with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert

Tomalin &Son
Funeral Directors

Tel: (01491) 573370

www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG




